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Introduction

This is the second resource for Creation Time from CAFODand the Liverpool Archdiocese
Justiceand Peace Commission, giving parish and other groups the opportunity to reflect on
the Gospel readings for Creation Time in the light of Pope F r a nendydioal letter Laudato
Si A

In the letter Pope Francis urges us to review how we live in the face of the damage being
done to our planet, now and in the future, through climate change. He connects our
responses to each other and to the planet 7z 3 e v e r yistcloinm@ cHeeedinds us that
the consequences of climate change will affect us all, but will be worst for those in the
poorer parts of the world, who have done the least to cause the problem and benefited
least from the changes which have caused it.

Like the previous resource, this five week programme consists of the gospel readings for
the Sundays of Creation Time, excerpts from Laudato S j stories to illustrate some of the
issues, prayers and some challenging questions for discussion. This resource has only one
story rather than the two stories in previous versions. The second story has been replaced
with suggestions for action so that we can B w ahe kv a lagwellastt thé tka.l k A

It is hoped that the resource will help those who use it to know more z or be 3 dttle lessiill
i nf or zgreadtp use that knowledge to work, as Pope Francis urges us to, in combating
climate change, its causes and its consequences.

Creation Time Follow Up Day

Following the previous Creation Time courses, participants from all over the Archdiocese
were keen to come together to share their experience of the resource and how to use the
insights and knowledge they had gained to inform their actions in the future . It was also a
valuable opportunity to exchange ideas for the next resource for the following year.

This year there will again be a follow up meeting for everyone who has taken part in the
course. This will be held on 28" October 2017 at St A n n eChwch, Overbury Street,
Liverpool L7 3HJwith a shared lunch at the end.

Everyoneis welcome z come along to share your ideas and your food in a simple meal.

This will be a very important occasion, at which, informed by the insights from our prayerful
reflections and conversations, we can discuss ways of helping each other and our
communities to respond to PopeFr a ncali s A

Leaders Notes

There are some notes for leaders on page 26 which we hope will help those leading
sessions. Please do refer to them. It would help enormously too please if you could let us
know briefly the name of your parish or group which is using the resource and how many
have taken part. Please email Steve Atherton: s.atherton@rcaol.co.uk or Ged Edwards:
gedwards@cafod.org.uk or ring 0151 522 1080. Thanks once again!






Week 1
Stumbling blocks?

(1) Scripture : Sunday 3@ September Mt 16:21-27

From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to
Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief
priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. And Peter
took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, 9 G dadbid it, Lord! This must
never happen to you./But he turned and said to Peter, 8 G éehind me, Satan!
You are a stumbling -block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine
things but on human things.A

Jesustold his disciples, & @rfy want to become my followers, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save
their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. For what
will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will
they give in return for their life?

For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and
then he will repay everyone for what has been done .A

(2) Points for discussion :

A What strikes you in this reading?

A What does a follower of Jesuslook like today?

A What does it mean 3 f what will it profit them if they gain the whole world
but forfeit their | i ih thg context of creation?

(3) Story : The never ending party

J Thewas once an important
chieftain who lived in the splendour
that great wealth makes possible.
He looked around the enormous
long house in which he lived and
gloried in the rows and rows of
highly decorated wooden columns
that stretched off into the distance.
He gazed at the tapestries that
depicted triumphant episodes from

his life. As he looked up at intricately woven thatched roof he felt a rush of pride
when he saw the coloured representations of stars that were woven into it.
3 Su r bel tought, 3 n other chief has ever lived in such magnificence. No
other chieftain has lived the good life in all its glory. | will put on a feast and
invite all my friends and even my enemies so that they can see the
magnificence in which I livej

The invitations duly went out and everyone was eager to find out the truth of
the stories they had heard about fabulous splendour. On the night of the feast
all agreed that the stories were indeed true. There was pomp, ceremony,



splendour, music, entertainment and seemingly inexhaustible supplies of good
things to eat and drink. An enormous fire blazed, tables groaned under the
weight of food, and wine and beer flowed like rivers. A fabulous party was
underway and the hall echoed with song and laughter.

After hours and hours of feasting, one of the servants approached the chieftain
and whispered to him that the supplies of food were growing low. The chieftain
ordered that they went to the stores and brought out whatever was there. By
now more than a little drunk, he shouted out 3 T o mo mwill lmak after itself.j A
while later, another servant approached and whispered to the chieftain that
wood for the fire would soon be exhausted. 3 Not hwillrstgp this par ty
exclaimed the chieftain. 3 C wWawn the pillars at the back of the hall and add
them to the fire. We will party till the morning comes.j

This went on until one of the guest looked up in wonderment at the stars in the
ceiling. 3 T haeya ma z i he gaidjto his neighbour. 3 T hleok like firej 3 T h ey
are f i rsaédamed the other person and shouted to the servants that the stars

in the thatch had started to burn. A cry of alarm went up but by the time
anyone could do anything, the back of the hall was burning fiercely and the fire
was racing and roaring towards the partygoersY

(4) Points for discussion :

A 1s our highest calling to be an efficient consumer?
A How can we consume responsibly?

A Where can we waste less?

(5) Laudato Si A

#222 Weneedto take up an ancient lesson,found in different religious traditions
and also in the Bible It is the convictionthat 3 | é&m® r. & gonstant flood of new
consumergoods can baffle the heart and preventus from cherishingeachthing and
eachmoment.

(6) Points for discussion :
A Canyou think of examplesof B &smer e A ?
A Canyou look out for examples of 81 éssns r dung the week?

CAFOD

Justone world

A ." j} ‘

CAFOD staff, volunteers and supporters from across the Nevitest (and beyond)
meet in Manchester for the | aunch of



(7) Action :

A Canyou eat less meat this week? Catholics have traditionally abstained from
meat on Fridays but there is a recent secular initiative for Y Me &ee
MondaysA

A Canyou practise anYat t ofg u d & i fdr whhteydu do have?

(8) Closing prayer :

God of love you call us

to transform your world

so that all might flourish z

to act justly and with hope

so that all might live in peace.
May we answer your call.

Lord of hope, you call us

to care for the earth and its people
so that all might flourish z

to love tenderly and generously
so that all might have enough.
May we answer your call.

Por las personas. Por los animales. Por el planeta.

Meat Free Monday: an international campaign that encourages people to not
eat meat on Mondays to improve their health and the health of the planet.



The sun rises behind Fiddlers Ferry coal -fired
power station in Warrington, Cheshire. "




Week 2
Seez Judgez Act

(1) Scripture : Sunday 10" September Mt 18:15-20

Y Hriother member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault
when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained
that one. But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you,
so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three
witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if
the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a
Gentile and a tax-collector. Truly | tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.
Again, truly | tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will
be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in
my name, | am there among them .A

(2) Points for discussion :

A What strikes you?

A Towhom do we need to listen?

A How do we stay G little lessill-i n f o r (Aethbish®pPatrick Kelly)

(3) Story : The campaigner who wants to free the seeds!

Kapil Shah works for an organisation in Maharashtra, India called Jatan Mission
for Organic Farming. Kapil says that at the start farmers were happy with the
introduction of Mo n s a nGMocateon. Good weather conditions and a high
global price for cotton made it profitable for farmers to grow. So, many farmers
stopped growing vegetables and other crops to just focus on cotton. After
almost 8 years of growing GM cotton, farmers started to experience serious
problems.

He says pesticide use had increased
to the same level, or even more, than
before the introduction of Mo n s a n t
cotton. Pests have become more
aggressive than they were before, with
some even becoming resistant to
pesticides, meaning that farmers are
buyingg even more. Crops are
becoming susceptible to diseases that '

previously were not a problem. Soil UL

quality has deteriorated because GM cotton drains soil of its nutrients. The
switch to cotton farming has also meant that less food was grown locally,
leading to food shortages.

Kapil says the adoption of Mo n s a ndottoh shas contributed to farmer
suicides as they often find themselves with unmanageable debt and ever
increasing production costs. Many farmers are now moving back to non-GM



cotton. 3 T h evasea marriage with Monsanto but the honeymoon is over and
now farmers are ready to get divorced .f

Kapil is hopeful for the future, predicting that more people will switch to organic
agriculture and move away from chemicals. Kapil says there is a global fight
against multinationals and their intensive, unsustainable agriculture .

(Global JusticeNow)

~= Womenwho losttheir husbandgo suicideafter they
¥ becamebankrupt and O 2 dzf d®pé @ith making
§ repaymentsto moneylendersTheyhad taken out
loansto payfor seedsandchemicafertilisers

(4) Points for discussion :

A What strikes you?

A Do you know of any other examples where methods of production are
harming society?

A Is the big business model always appropriate?

A Should we be supporting local producers?

(5) Laudato Si A

#67 Althoughit is true that we Christianshave at times incorrectly interpreted the
Scriptures,nowadays we must forcefully rejectthe notion that our being createdin
G o diage and given dominion over the earth justifies absolute domination over
other creatures

#139 Whenwe speakof the 3 e n v i r owhat eréafly, mean is a relationship
existingbetweennature and the societywhich livesin it. Nature cannot be regarded
as something separatefrom ourselvesor as a mere settingin which we live. We are
part of nature, includedin it and thus in constantinteraction with it.

#142 If everything is related, then the health of a s o c i @gtitytidrss has
consequencedor the environmentand the quality of human life.

(6) Points for discussion :
A What strikes you?

(7) Action :

A ldentify and support local producers and share the information .
LOAFz Local, Organic, Animal Friendly, Fairtrade z most important of these is
local for most people.

A John Lewis sell Fair Trade Organic cotton bedding z very good and hardly
more expensive than their other sheets etc. Only in white though!
www.johnlewis.com/john -lewis-fairtrade -organic-200-thread -count -cotton -
bedding-white/p 1998214



(8) Closing prayer : Prayer of the struggling farmer
Lord,

Show me the pain of those who are most troubled
so that | can learn about the suffering of my people.
Grant me the courage to serve others

because in surrender there is eternal life.

llluminate us with song and celebration

and raise the Spirit amongst us.

May the Spirit flower and grow

and give us strength to continue our struggle.

May we remember those who have died from injustice
because for us they have given their lives.

Amen.

A prayer written by Salvadoran farmers working with C A F O paftreer, the Jesuit
DevelopmentService

Burscough Community Farm, Lancashire:
debris left behind after a floodput the field under 6 feet of water on Boxing Day 2015.
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