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Prayer for peace 
 

Recognising the violence in my own heart,  yet 

trus�ng in the goodness and mercy of God, I seek 

to prac�ce the nonviolence of Jesus:  
  

by striving for peace within myself  and  seeking to 

be a peacemaker in my daily life;  
  

by refusing to retaliate in the face of  provoca�on 

and violence;  
  

by living conscien�ously and simply so that I do not 

deprive others of the means to live;  
  

by ac�vely resis�ng evil and working  non-violently 

to abolish war and the causes of war from my own 

heart and from the face of the earth.  
  

God, I trust in your sustaining love and  believe 

that you will give me the grace to live out this 

prayer.                                                            Amen 

                                       (Pax Chris� USA, adapted)  

 

From the new prayer  

card  available from 

Pax Chris�, St Joseph’s, 

Wa<ord Way,  

London NW4 4TY 

www.paxchris�.org.uk  

0208 203 4884  



 
page 2 

                                               COMMISSIONS WORKING TOGETHER 
 

Lancaster Faith and Jus�ce Commission and Liverpool Jus�ce and Peace Commission have collab-

orated on two projects since summer.  The first version of this ar�cle about these appeared in the 

Lancaster Faith and Jus�ce Commission Newsle?er.  Thanks to Maggie McSherry for permission to use it. 

 

1.  CARING FOR CREATION     A one-day conference at the Storey Mee�ng House in Lancaster.  

How fortunate those of us were who were able to a?end in the company of such giAed, informed and 

thought provoking speakers. It is a rare event indeed which collects together at the same �me and in one 

place such a commi?ed and theologically grounded group of people. 
 

The day began with an inspiring reflec�on, a litany of our crea�on story, from Fr Tom Cullinan.   The context 

of the day and the signs of hope were set by Fr Hugh Pollock.  
 

Pat Gaffney (General Secretary of Pax Chris� UK) told us to run with the visions of our faith and lobby the 

government to get behind the banning of nuclear weapons, challenge the financing of nuclear weapon devel-

opment, to put forward posi�ve models of security  and alterna�ve investment and celebrate stories of 

peacemaking. 
 

Paul  Bodenham (Chair of Green Chris�an) spoke about travel, transport and living locally so as to avoid hav-

ing a dependency culture or one of hypermobility.   Hypermobility results in wider and shallower regions of 

social ac�vity leading to degrada�on of the social and physical environment.  By contrast he said if you go 

local , you grow and you buy local, you enrich your neighbourhood and your dependency on each other. This 

is simplified but Paul asked whether we can de-couple economic growth from resource use. The evidence for 

the last twenty five years is not encouraging.  
 

Lya  Vollering reflected on the joy in working with the soil and growing to eat at any scale whether a plant 

on the window-ledge or in an allotment. We also heard from Ann Fairhurst about the “Fur Clemt” cafe in 

Wigan that turns food des�ned for landfill into meals for the community.  (Fur Clemt is local dialect for “very 

hungry”) 
 

Sue Holden from Posi�ve Money explained an alterna�ve understanding of money. Right now we’re at a 

turning point where we have to decide whether to fuel the economy through ever-rising personal debt, 

which we know will lead inevitably to another financial crisis, or are to radically reorganise the way in which 

we create money and regulate our financial system. She pointed out that we don’t need to make the same 

mistakes over and over again. Posi�ve Money has been returning to an earlier understanding of money and 

developing a strategy that is now endorsed by the Financial Times that would allow us to shrink our debts 

without shrinking the economy. (More on Posi�ve Money opposite) 
 

Paul Kelly spoke on Energy and gave us clear informa�on on energy genera�on and how energy is used. He 

spoke about Government policies, both past and current and how the Government is responding to exis�ng 

commitments. The current policy will not be enough to deliver the exis�ng carbon budgets that Parliament 

has set.   Paul reminded us that we must find “a firm purpose of amendment.   This in turn must translate 

into concrete ways of thinking and ac�ng that are more respec*ul of crea�on.” Laudato Si’ LS211, and “What 

kind of world do we want to leave to those who come a.er us, to children who are now growing up?” LS160   

 

2.   ARCHBISHOP ROMERO LECTURE 2016 .  Providing  a venue for the North West leg of this  tour.   
 

On Friday 4
th

 November over 100 people gathered at St Wilfrid’s church in Preston to listen to Fr Rodolfo 

Cardenal SJ under the �tle ‘Ru�lio, Romero and Pope Francis’.  It contained many insights into all three.  
 

In outline, Fr Rodolpho shared insights he has gained as the postulator for the cause of Ru�lio Grande. His 

research has led him to draw parallels between the two friends Oscar Romero and Ru�lio Grande because of 

their background and their concern for the poor.  He told us that the Pope says that Romero was ‘Grande’s 

miracle’ because the impact of Grande’s assassina�on on Romero was to move him from having concern for 

the poor on an individual basis to concern for the structural reasons why people were poor.  

                                                                                                                 Con�nued on opposite page 
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        ADVENT REFLECTION                                            SUNDAY DECEMBER 4th        
 

‘I was a stranger and you welcomed me.’ ( Mt 25:35)  

Led by  Mary Kilcoyne  Catholic Children’s Society 

Our Diocesan response to the current Migra�on Situa�on and the challenges it presents.   

How we are living out the call to welcome the stranger and reach out in caritas to those in need.  

An invita�on to reflect on our personal and community responsibility.  Everyone is warmly invited to this 

�me of Advent prayer, reflec�on and social. The reflec�on will be followed by a shared buffet. 

You are invited to bring a plate of food to share. Drinks will be provided 
 

Wistaston Hall,   89 Broughton Lane, Wistaston, Crewe CW2 8JS                           4.30 –6.30pm 
 

Diocese of Shrewsbury Commission for the Promo�on of Jus�ce, Peace & Social Responsibility 

Con�nued from previous page  

 

The full text of this Romero talk is available on the Romero Trust website where there is also a link to a re-

cording of the talk at the London venue. (The text and a recording of the Preston talk is available on Liverpool 

J&P website.)                                                                                                                                Steve Atherton 
 

More on ‘Posi�ve Money’ 

We need to remove the power to create money from banks and give it to a transparent, democra�c and  

accountable body. We need complete separa�on of the two func�ons: 

How much money is needed and created. This would be decided by a new Money Crea�on Commi?ee 

which would decide how much was needed for the health of the economy. 

How money is spent. This would be decided by the Government according to their manifesto commit-

ments. 

There has not been a debate in parliament for 170 years on how money could be created by deposits from 

savers rather than created by debt from the banks. (Most people don’t realise that debt is the source of 

most of our money.) 

People would s�ll borrow from banks and have debts but the banks would no longer have special privileges 

– they would have to pay for the money before they could lend it on. 

We need money in the real economy rather than in the financial markets.  Currently, 97% of all money is 

‘virtual’ and exists only on electronic data bases.  Since 1844 banks have found many ways to get round 

Robert Peel’s Act of Parliament that limited the prin�ng of money to the Bank of England. The other banks 

began with cheques but now we have debit cards, internet banking and electronic transfers as alterna�ves 

to cash.  Posi�ve Money asks for the law to be updated to strip banks of their power to create money.                                                                

 

   2017 
 
ANNUAL MEMORIAL LECTURE    SUNDAY  JANUARY 15th   

given by Rev. Raj PaBa.     
 

2.00 – 3.30 (Refreshments from 1.30)    

LACE Conference Centre, Croxteth Drive, SeEon Park, Liverpool L17 1AA 
 

On the 500
th

 anniversary of Luther we are glad to welcome Raj, a Lutheran theologian currently studying on 

a doctoral programme at Manchester University. Raj brings a Dalit perspec�ve to the theology of power 

 

Archdiocese of Liverpool Jus�ce and Peace Commission 

 

Do you receive MouthPeace by post?    Would you be willing instead to receive an email copy quarterly? 
 

This would help  reduce prin�ng costs and  also the �me given by those who prepare MouthPeace for mail-

ing— prin�ng labels, stuffing in envelopes , buying and s�cking on stamps and taking it to the post office. 
 

If you would be happy to join the email list please contact Marian Thompson  marianet@�scali.co.uk 

If you would like to con�nue to receive MouthPeace in the post—do nothing! 
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With permission for use from Westminster J&P  

 

Dear Friends,  

‘The Jungle is finished’  

OAen people ask me how I feel now the Jungle has 

gone and especially to experience the demoli�on 

from so close by again – the answer is that my heart 

is saddened on the way it all happened, the people I 

worked with for months have forcibly been moved, a 

community I belonged to is now no longer. So, all our 

volunteers and those of our partner Caritas and the 

many others feel sad and angry.  

“I am sad and heartbroken not because of the Jungle, 

the Jungle is only dust but because of the people who 

are broken, because the dust in our souls and eyes, 

because I love I am heartbroken but I will always love 

as this you will never steal from me.” October 28, 

2016  
 

The demoli�on happened in 5 days, about 10.000 

people moved in less than a week’s �me across all 

the corners of France. In bus coaches, they didn’t 

knew where they were taken, not knowing for sure 

how long they will be able to stay at these centres 

and what their legal status would be. The authori�es 

have always communicated vaguely and at the very 

last moment. We are now geSng phone calls from 

the people who have our numbers, to say where 

they have arrived and how it is. From Marseilles, 

Vienne, Toulouse, Strasbourg to Langres.  
 

I am worried about my friend Amaniel who is 16 (and 

wai�ng to go to his sister in the UK) he is now in a 

centre in the South of France not knowing what fol-

lows. Or Yamanjé who also is 16 and had hoped to 

be on a bus to London but first passes through a cen-

tre in Langres. These youngsters are travelling alone 

without family or friends. I had met them in the Or-

thodox Church in the jungle and followed them 

closely because of their vulnerability. We stay in con-

tact with Amaniel and his sister in the UK and with 

Yamanjé.  
 

I am worried about Mohammed who lived for 8 

months in the Jungle, an isolated young Sudanese 

man with serious mental health issues. Who lost con-

trol over his life aAer losing his young wife travelling 

through the Libyan Desert. He stepped on a coach to 

somewhere with the help of an Eritrean man who 

took care of him. I couldn’t walk through the camp 

or Mohammed came running shou�ng either in joy 

or anger ‘babba, babba, babba’. He could be so an-

noying some�mes asking all a?en�on at the wrong 

moment and scaring off people. But I learned to love 

him and care for him and to put my fears aside. 

What will happen to him? Will they understand it is 

mental health problems, psychological pain and not 

anger?  
 

I am worried for Ti�, one of the Eritrean women who 

came praying at our house and called our volunteers 

crying that she didn’t knew where the coach was 

taking her and she was already more than 12 hours 

on the bus. She also ended up somewhere south 

near the Spanish border. AAer everything refugees 

have been through, that is how we treat them.  
 

In the last months so many people passed through 

our house, so many volunteers and students joined 

us and we had the privilege of being part of so many 

people’s lives, learned from their cultures, customs 

and languages. The Jungle of Calais was a place of 

des�tu�on and problems, pain and violence but also 

of community, hospitality and friendship.  
 

“It takes a lot of resources to welcome somebody 

with food and tea. Water needs to be heated on li9le 

wood fires. There is shortage of wood in the Jungle. 

Volunteers bring it in and distribute it. Making a li9le 

fire, bringing the water to the boil, washing the cups 

with hot water. First the guests are served and when 

there is enough and there are enough cups the hosts 

take for themselves. Hospitality in the Jungle in all 

the communi�es is a big thing. To share what you 

have with the stranger.” October 17, 2016.  
 

And it was one of the few places in the world I knew 

that Afghans, Sudanese, Ethiopians, Eritrean, Mus-

lims and Chris�ans lived together and formed com-

munity and faced all the challenges this posed.  
 

No one should live in a Jungle; no one should live in 

that kind of des�tu�on but it ended so abruptly and 

without respect for the refugees and migrants. For 

several nights a 100 minors ended up sleeping on the 

street in the Jungle because there was not enough 

place foreseen in the shelters for minors.  
 

As the police surround the church and prepare to 

evict those protec�ng it, members of the Jungle's 

Eritrean community partake in one last prayer ser-

vice.  
 

Refugees who have leA the Jungle oAen struggle 

with it, for some refugees leaving the Jungle became 

scary. I was fortuned to accompany a few refugees 

and a family on their journey to the UK. For some 

fear and anxiety took over.               

       Con�nued opposite 

THE JUNGLE IS FINISHED BUT OUR WORK STILL GOES ON 
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                                                                                                          CAFOD QUIZ NIGHTS  2017 
   Fridays January 13th, February 17th and March 24th. 
 

They will take place at 7.30pm in Our Lady’s Parish Centre, Ellesmere Port Town Centre,   

with Fairtrade refreshments provided at the interval. The entry fee is £3.00 for adults and £1 for children.  

All money raised will go to CAFOD’s Connect 2 Ethiopia project.     

                                                   For further details contact Tony Walsh on 0151 355 6419  

 Con�nued from previous page: 

“I hear your crying in my head, I hear your fears and 

pains from the jungle nights alone. And I do not know 

what to do, I do not know what to say. I want to hold 

you as you were my son. But now you have to let the 

jungle go, out of your head. Wipe the Jungle dust 

from your shoes, shin up and live the beauty that you 

are.’ October 14, 2016.  
 

The house 

 From the very beginning our house focussed on the 

most vulnerable refugees and migrants. Prac�cally 

that meant that most people coming in to the house 

had health problems, exhaus�on or were stressed 

out. Most people came to us either from the city 

hospital or the Jungle hospital – in certain way our 

house evolved a bit into a hospice. Weekly visits to 

the refugees in the hospital became part of our 

work, transport to and from the hospital became 

part of our work too.  
 

The Jungle hospital packed up on Friday and emp�ed 

its ‘container modules’, the refugees in the Jungle-

hospital were placed in other centres, ‘oh… wait 

what about Mamoot the nurses most of panicked’. It 

seems government forgot about him. Mamoot (from 

Egypt) is now in our house, he is a young man recov-

ering from bone cancer, legally in this country. He 

will be staying with us un�l his next admission to 

hospital in two weeks. And what about Emal from 

Afghanistan who has a broken jaw and stays with us 

un�l local government finds him accommoda�on? 

Our house has six guests for the moment, five with 

health or vulnerability issues. The work goes on, 

there are more refugees coming from hospital who 

have no Jungle anymore to go to. Our work goes on.  
 

From our early beginnings our community and house 

have had a special rela�onship with the local L’Arche 

community and the community of Taize. We have 

had exchanges and days together, our spirituality’s 

meet each other.  
 

Calais and her refugees  

Refugees and migrants have been coming to Calais 

since 1998, since the war of Kosovo. Refugees have 

lived in squa?ed houses, beach huts, in bushes, in 

the dunes and in several Jungles. As long as Calais is 

the geographical and logis�c connec�on point be-

tween France and the UK refugees and migrants will 

come to Calais. And hopefully our work will con�nue 

to serve the most vulnerable of God’s children here 

in Calais.  
 

OAen I have met God in the Jungle, in the walking 

and talking with refugees, in siSng together in si-

lence because we have no language in common just 

enjoying a cup of tea, in the joy and the pain of what 

happens in these peoples’  lives my rela�onship with 

God has deepened and changed me. I now under-

stand for myself more what it means to meet Christ 

in the stranger.  
 

In the following 7 to 8 weeks we will have to see how 

we can start working again in Calais with new arrival 

refugees and migrants. No, the work hasn’t finished 

it will change. While in the Jungle refugees could 

come to us with their needs and ques�ons, now we 

are going to have to find ourselves the refugees 

moving around. Caritas (Secours Catholique Calais), 

Auberge des Migrants, Salam, Médecins du Monde 

and our house Maria Skobtsova will keep on working 

in Calais and surroundings. We s�ll will need your 

prayer and support.  
 

Please keep in your prayers:  

The guests in our house: Mamoot, Abram, Dawid, 

Henok, Yared, Emal for their health and wellbeing; 

for our in house volunteers and the people who sup-

port us our youngsters sca?ered around France es-

pecially Sami, Yamanjé and Amaniel (and his sister in 

the UK) and for all refugees from Calais.  

Yours faithfully,  

Br. Johannes for all at St. Maria Skobtsova House CW  
 

If you would like to support us financially:  

Associa�on Maria Skobtsova 170 rue Anatole France 

62100 Calais, France  

IBAN: FR7615629026250002172700193  

BIC: CMCIFR2A   Bank: CCM Calais, 85 rue Mollien, 

62100 Calais, France 
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LAUDATO SI’   A YEAR ON  

Keith Taylor writes: 

St Alban’s J &P Group got themselves in the local 

press in October- at least they got the cause of cli-

mate change into the pages of the Macclesfield Ex-

press. J & P was not men�oned because HOPE the 

umbrella body of the Churches of Macclesfield and 

Bollington working together had supported the 

event in ques�on, a pe��on.   Signed by 1100  peo-

ple  this was presented to Mr David Rutley MP publi-

cally by some 20 campaigners urging the UK govern-

ment to treat climate change as top priority.  It was 

part of a Week of Ac�on by the Climate Coali�on in 

which MPs country wide were made aware of peo-

ple’s concern about global warming. 
 

Under exis�ng legisla�on the UK is commi?ed to 

move to a carbon free economy. The campaigners 

urged the government to make and implement  am-

bi�ous  plans to bring this about. In a lively discus-

sion with  Mr Rutley, the campaigners pointed to the 

speed of global temperature increase and how close 

we are to the dangerous limit defined by the world’s 

scien�sts.   The threat is now imminent .  To  quote 

one of the campaigners, Be?y McWhirk: “We must 

all be concerned for the world we are leaving for our 

grandchildren. 
 

While signatures were being collected the Prime 

Minister announced that the UK would ra�fy the 

Paris Climate Agreement to work to limit the in-

crease in global temperature to 2 degrees Celsius. 

The wording of the pe��on was changed  from a 

demand for this to happen to a  compliment to the 

government on the move. 
 

However at the �me of going to press this s�ll has 

not happened.   Should we write to Teresa May to 

remind her of this? 
 

The pe��on took place a month or so before the end 

of the year which started for the J & P Group with 

the series of study evenings on the Pope’s encyclical 

on the environment.  This leA the group inspired but 

unsure as to how to move forward. The themes of 

climate change, the degrada�on of the environ-

ments in which we live challenge us to ac�on but 

how? 
 

One of the very important exhorta�ons in the encyc-

lical is to dialogue. The Holy Father encourages us to 

explore his concerns with others. Indeed Laudato si’ 

is addressed (unlike many encyclicals) to all people, 

not just Catholics.  The J & P Group needed to look 

outside itself and the parish. 
 

Two coali�ons were helpful. The Climate Coal�on 

h?p://theclimatecoali�on.org/ an English grouping 

of some 100 organisa�ons – faith based and many 

other – were proposing a week of ac�on in October 

to influence MPs. This gave a focus at least for one 

relevant event. Hence the pe��on. 
 

The web site of another coali�on, US based Global 

Catholic Global Movement*, drew our a?en�on the 

World Day of Prayer for the Care of Crea�on and to 

the idea of the Season of Crea�on. So the group pro-

posed a series of ac�ons and reflec�ons day by day 

through the Season in a calendar distributed to the 

parish and taken up by some other churches.  Exam-

ples of the sugges�ons for par�cular days were par-

ish prayerful excursions to local beauty spots, focus 

on specified environmental problems like deforesta-

�on for palm oil, as well as invita�ons to prayer/

contempla�on . 

*h?p:catholicclimatemovement.global/  
  

HOPE accepted the sugges�on of a pe��on, to which 

all its members would be invited to par�cipate and 

hosted a lecture “Climate Change why should you 

care?” given by a local climate scien�st and a?ended 

by 80 people. Another lecture is planned on Jan 20 

( see Diary P.12)  
 

What next? 

So now the J &P Group has come to the end of a 

busy year and is faced with the ques�on: what now? 
 

At least one thing can be said. We now have estab-

lished a precedent for marking in our parish for the 

World Day of Prayer and the Season of Crea�on. We 

have even started the process of involving other 

churches.  So for September 2017 we can plan for a 

programme of ac�vity and prayer to match the 

broad sweep of Laudato si’.   We have begun to work 

with other churches and thus to make formal and 

informal links. The second �me will be even easier 

than the first.  
 

We have contact with the Climate Coali�on which is 

planning another week of ac�on in July 2017, this 

�me on renewable energy sources. So we have more 

pencilled entries in our diary.   
 

Perhaps the most encouraging thing is that our ac�v-

i�es in the past year have met with encouraging sup-

port from our fellow parishioners who may not come 

to our mee�ngs but who welcome the fact that in 

the Church the issues of the environment are being 

addressed. 
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“TIME OUT ON TUESDAYS”   2016  Dec 13th        2017 Jan 10th; Feb 14th; March 14th. 

An Ecumenical Quiet Day for everyone at The Convent of Our Lady of the Cenacle,  Lance Lane, Wavertree,   

Liverpool L15 6TW      10—4pm         Input and �me for individual quiet prayer and reflec�on.   Cost £10 

 Tea & coffee provided. Bring your own lunch.   For more informa�on or to book: Tel 0151 722 2271  

 email:  winniecenacle@mail.com 

                                       ‘THROUGH YOUNG EYES’ 
 

This exhibi�on features drawings by young Pales�nians who lived through the Israeli mili-

tary offensive on the Gaza Strip in the summer of 2014.  The 51-day conflict claimed over 

1,500 civilian lives and displaced 500,000 people from their homes. The UN es�mates that 

nearly 400,000 children require some form of mental health support to cope with the events they witnessed 

or experienced during that summer. 
 

The young ar�sts par�cipated in a project run by the Chris�an Aid partner Culture and Free Thought Associa-

�on (CFTA), an organisa�on which provides therapeu�c ac�vi�es for children and young people. It  helps  

young people to learn, play and grow their talents in as safe a space as it is possible to provide and gives 

them tools to express themselves and pursue their dreams to be ar�sts, writers, actors and musicians. 
 

AAer the ceasefire the teenagers, supervised by CFTA, went out to shelters to meet other children and listen 

to their stories.  These stories and discussions, their own experiences and what they heard on the news and 

from within their communi�es, inspired the illustra�ons on display in the exhibi�on.   There are 10 A1 size 

drawings—all very skilfully executed. Each drawing comes with a photo of the ar�st  and their comments on 

why they did their drawing. Also they offer their hopes for the future. 
   

The drawing on the right was the ’poster girl’ for the exhibi�on. 
 

The ar�st Soliman Shaheen, age 16 years, has en�tled it:    “My eyes 

tell you about a dream that overcame the fence”   
 

He said: ‘I drew this image because I was so a?racted to this girl’s 

eyes. Pain and sorrow reflected in her stare as she stood behind the 

apartheid fence. Her only dream is to live in peace.’ 
 

Soliman’s hope for the future is ‘to live in peace, free from war and 

devasta�on. I wish I could travel outside Gaza and par�cipate in inter-

na�onal exhibi�ons and improve my talents.’ 
 

If you hear of the exhibi�on near you please try to go or, even be?er, arrange to show it yourself 

locally. Marple Churches Together J & P group staged it in the foyer of the local Methodist church 

which is in the town centre. Chris�an Aid were helpful in providing easels to display the pictures, 

posters and literature to accompany the exhibi�on.  On the aAernoon I sat with it two things  impressed me. 

Firstly how many people who just called in had no idea about the desperate situa�on in Gaza. Secondly how 

moving people found the drawings and the young people’s comments.                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                                               Marian Thompson 

PROTECT HALF OUR PLANET  
 

By 2020, two-thirds of wild animals will be gone. Life is being ex�nguished as fast as when the dinosaurs dis-

appeared -- and it’s happening because humanity is taking a chainsaw to the tree of life.   Unless we stop this 

tragedy, the Earth’s delicate biodiversity could completely collapse, leaving our planet deathly silent and un-

inhabitable for humans. But there’s hope - an ambi�ous plan to put half our planet under protec�on and re-

store harmony in our home.   
 

Top conserva�on scien�sts back 50% protec�on, and governments are about to meet to discuss how we 

avoid biodiversity collapse. If we add a resounding chorus of human voices behind the plan, we can push gov-

ernments to stop the next mass ex�nc�on. Can you sign this pe��on? 

                                                                         hBps://secure.avaaz.org/campaign/en/protect_half_our_planet_ 
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Marian Thompson writes: 

On October 21
st

 Janet Fenton,  a representa�ve on 

the UN working group to ban nuclear weapons, 

talked to Stockport Forum for Peace.  As a member 

of ICAN ( Interna�onal Campaign to Abolish Nuclear  

Weapons), Scotland4Peace and the Women’s Inter-

na�onal League for Peace and Freedom, Janet is ar-

dently against nuclear weapons.   Assuming we all 

knew already the devasta�on nuclear explosions 

cause, she focused in her talk on the United Na�ons 

and the banning of nuclear weapons . 
 

She briefly explained the background for those of us 

who were maybe unfamiliar with this topic. 
 

In 1970 the NON PROLIFERATION TREATY  (NPT) 

came into force under which:  

i.   Nuclear weapon states  agreed to disarm. 

ii. Non-nuclear weapon states promised not to ac-

quire nuclear weapons. 

iii. Nuclear power to be used for civil purposes only . 

Janet thought with hindsight this was a mistake as it 

allowed  the nuclear technology to be developed. 

Five states - US, UK, Russia, China and France already 

had acquired nuclear weapons before the treaty was 

signed. So it is not surprising that they never really 

accepted the treaty. Three states, Israel, India and 

Pakistan, did not sign the NPT. They stayed outside 

the treaty framework and have developed nuclear 

weapons. North Korea signed the treaty but with-

drew from it in 2003. 
 

There was a review process built into the NPT which 

involved the NPT member states mee�ng every 5 

years to "review the progress of the Treaty".  AAer 

twenty-five years, at a mee�ng in May 1995 it was 

agreed to extend the treaty indefinitely. But there 

was s�ll  li?le progress towards disarmament by nu-

clear weapon states. 
 

In 2000  a 13-STEP PLAN OF ACTION was agreed to 

encourage the nuclear weapon states to  work to-

wards nuclear disarmament   But the 2005 Review 

conference failed to produce any agreed ac�on plan 

for addressing nuclear disarmament or prolifera�on. 

Detailed discussions and nego�a�ons on such a plan 

had been much curtailed because of procedural 

wrangles amongst 5 nuclear weapon states. 
 

In 2010 UN SECRETARY –GENERAL BAN KI-MOON  

used the opening speech of the review conference to 

note that ‘sixty five years aAer the signing of NPT, 

the world s�ll lived under the nuclear shadow.’ In 

fact he suggested that the situa�on had become 

much worse.  The present available nuclear weapons 

had 100x the power of the Hiroshima bomb. This 

together with new problems such as climate change, 

water shortage, instability in the Middle East meant 

that dropping one bomb would cause millions of 

deaths and accelerate climate change leaving large 

areas of the planet short of food. 
 

The Interna�onal Red Cross and Red Crescent had 

said in these circumstances they could do nothing 

effec�ve in response. The Review Conference ex-

pressed  deep concern at the catastrophic humani-

tarian consequences of any use of nuclear weapons 

and as a result 3 high-powered conferences were 

arranged to explore the HUMANITARIAN IMPACT OF 

NUCLEAR WEAPONS. These took place in Oslo 

(2013) Nayarit Mexico and Vienna (2014).  
 

In December 2014  A HUMANITARIAN PLEDGE was 

produced by the conference host, the Austrian Gov-

ernment.  This encouraged all states involved in NPT 

to move to the PROHIBITION AND ELIMINATION OF 

NUCLEAR WEAPONS WORLDWIDE. It was adopted 

by the UN General Assembly on  1 June 2015.  
 

Janet expressed her great disappointment and frus-

tra�on that this important move at the UN to work 

towards the elimina�on of all nuclear weapons re-

ceived no press coverage in the UK.  
 

THE PRESENT SITUATION 

ICAN is calling for a ban on nuclear weapons as a first 

step to complete elimina�on. Why a ban? Nuclear 

weapons are the only weapons of mass destruc�on 

s�ll not prohibited by an interna�onal conven�on, 

even though they have the greatest destruc�ve ca-

pacity of all weapons. A ban would not only make it 

illegal for na�ons to use or possess nuclear weapons; 

it would also help pave the way to their complete 

elimina�on. Non-prolifera�on may have been to 

some  extent effec�ve in preven�ng the spread of 

nuclear weapon states but those states who are al-

ready nuclear armed are s�ll inves�ng heavily in the 

modernisa�on of their nuclear forces, with the ap-

parent inten�on of retaining them for many decades 

to come. ( Trident). Janet thought it was no longer 

possible to leave nuclear weapon states to take the 

lead and call the tune. They will not change and ar-

gue forcefully that their security in bound up in nu-

clear weapons.                                   
 

Now the countries who will be most despoiled by 

nuclear detona�on are moving to take a lead. 
 

         Con�nued on opposite page 

NUCLEAR WEAPONS  -  FROM NON-PROLIFERATION TO OUTRIGHT BAN 
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(con�nued from previous page) 

As long as nuclear weapons exist there is always a 

danger they will be used.  Since the 2015 UN resolu-

�on a series of Open-ended Working Groups have 

been established by the UN to find agreement on 

the way forward. Janet was fortunate to be involved 

in the last of these. She commented on the way the 

people involved from many different backgrounds 

and with different issues to raise, listened to each 

other and worked together to achieve consensus. 

She contrasted this with the nuclear weapon states 

whose representa�ves chose not to engage. In Au-

gust 2016 a resolu�on L41 was agreed by the last 

working group calling for GENERAL AND COMPLETE 

DISARMAMENT. This resolu�on was to be put to 

the First Commi?ee of the UN General Assembly, 

which deals with disarmament and interna�onal 

security ma?ers a few days aAer Janet talked to us.  
 

In case we were scep�cal about the possibility of 

geSng rid of all nuclear weapons, Janet suggested  

we remember the banning of biological weapons 

(1972) chemical weapons (1993) land mines (1997) 

and cluster muni�ons (2008).  These bans were only 

achieved when the groundswell of public opinion 

globally reached a �pping point and countries using 

such weapons lost the moral high ground and were 

shamed into giving them up.  There is obviously a 

strong lobby of support for nuclear weapons – not 

only the states with the weapons but those are in-

volved in providing the uranium, the manufacture 

and the arms trade.  
 

Janet concluded by asking us to take up the cause, 

tell a many people as possible and add our voices to 

the groundswell.  I couldn’t help thinking of a 

mee�ng I a?ended two years ago when we were 

told about TTIP – new informa�on to most of us 

then but now with so many  campaigning against it, 

it looks unlikely to be signed.  
 

AEer the talk: October 27, 2016 

A LANDMARK RESOLUTION WAS ADOPTED AT THE 

UN  to launch nego�a�ons in 2017 on a treaty out-

lawing nuclear weapons.  At a mee�ng of the First 

Commi?ee of the UN General Assembly, which 

deals with disarmament and interna�onal security 

ma?ers, 123 na�ons voted in favour of the resolu-

�on, with 38 against and 16 abstaining. A total of 57 

na�ons were co-sponsors, with Austria, Brazil, Ire-

land, Mexico, Nigeria and South Africa taking the 

lead in draAing the resolu�on.  The resolu�on will 

set up a UN conference beginning in March next 

year, open to all member states, to nego�ate a 

“legally binding instrument to prohibit nuclear 

weapons, leading towards their total elimina�on”. 

The nego�a�ons will con�nue in June and July. 
 

The UN vote came just hours aAer the European 

Parliament adopted its own resolu�on on this sub-

ject – 415 in favour and 124 against, with 74 absten-

�ons – invi�ng European Union member states to 

“par�cipate construc�vely” in next year’s nego�a-

�ons. 

Again this was not widely ( at all ?) reported by the 

UK news media.  
 

Sugges�ons for ac�on: 

1.  Talk to others and raise awareness.  More infor-

ma�on and updates available  

www.icanw.org     hBp://paxchris�.org.uk/       

www.ploughshares.org/ 
 

2.  Write to Boris Johnson urging him to support the 

ban on nuclear weapons and to  par�cipate ac�vely 

in nego�a�ons at the UN next year. An open le?er 

wri?en earlier may help in this hBp://

paxchris�.org.uk/news-and-events/news-reports/

october-november-2016/ 
 

3. Find out if your MP supports the ban and if not 

write to him. 

                  PEACE SUNDAY   JANUARY 15th 2017      

                Nonviolence: A Style of Poli�cs for Peace 

 

 

With this Message, Pope Francis wants to show a further step, a path of hope, appropriate to today’s histori-

cal circumstances. In this way, the se?lement of disputes may be reached through nego�a�on without then 

degenera�ng into armed conflict. Within such a perspec�ve the culture and iden�ty of peoples are respected 

and the opinion that some are morally superior to others is overcome. At the same �me, however, it does 

not mean that one na�on can remain indifferent to the tragedies of another. Rather it means a recogni�on of 

the primacy of diplomacy over the noise of arms.  The arms trade is so widespread that it is generally under-

es�mated. Illegal arms trafficking supports not a few world’s conflicts.  Nonviolence as a poli�cal style can 

and must do much to stem this scourge.    

                                     Resources from  hBp://paxchris�.org.uk/news-and-events/peace-sunday/ 
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CHURCHES ACTING TOGETHER 
 

‘The search for Chris�an unity is one of my principal concerns, one that I pray may be shared by every bap-

�sed person’ said Pope Francis addressing ecumenical representa�ves from around the world at a plenary 

session of the Pon�fical Council for Promo�ng Chris�an Unity held in Rome on November 8-11.   
 

The Pope recalled the many important encounters he had in 2016 with leaders of other Chris�an communi-

�es. In par�cular he spoke about his recent visit to Lund in Sweden to jointly preside at a Lutheran-Catholic 

commemora�on of the start of the Protestant Reforma�on. That visit, he said, reminded him of the so called 

'Lund Principle', formulated by the World Council of Churches back in 1952, which states 'churches should act 

together in all ma?ers except those in which deep differences of convic�on compel them to act separately'. 
 

Editor:  My thanks to Independent Catholic News 11.11.16 for drawing my a9en�on to this mee�ng. Are the 

various concerns of Jus�ce and Peace areas where churches are ac�ng very effec�vely together?  
 

 

CROSSING BARRIERS     

The Week of Prayer for Chris�an Unity    18 -  25  January 2017 
 

This year the focus is on Germany remembering  especially the 500th Anniversary of the German Refor-

ma�on and the call today for reconcilia�on.   There are fiAy million Chris�ans in Germany who tradi�onally, 

have mostly belonged to the Roman Catholic Church or one of the Protestant State Churches. Recent devel-

opments, par�cularly the recep�on of refugees and asylum seekers, have begun to change this balance and 

other Chris�an tradi�ons are finding expression. Whilst that which unites the churches is stronger than that 

which divides, there are s�ll areas of difference in which the churches remain self-absorbed or construct new 

walls. 
 

The text from 2 Corinthians announces that God has, in Christ, reconciled the world to himself. The love of 

Christ compels us to be ambassadors of this reconcilia�on, which is enacted by dismantling the walls. With 

the fall of the Berlin Wall, Germany experienced how a seemingly insurmountable wall could be brought 

down. The fall of this wall is a symbol of hope that, with the love of God, nothing is impossible. 

hBps://ctbi.org.uk/week-of-prayer-for-chris�an-unity-2017/ 

A SAD FAREWELL 
 

Just a year aAer their 75
th

 anniversary PROGRESSIO has announced it will close in March 2017 due to a 

shor<all in funding.  In spite of efforts to secure new funds, it is unable to replace the £2 million unrestricted 

grant per annum from the Department for Interna�onal Development which comes to an end in December 

2016. The decision to close was supported by all the Trustees at their mee�ng in September. 
 

As 'The Sword of the Spirit' Progressio started in 1940 as a reac�on to war and to Hitler's rejec�on of 'kinship 

and love'. In 1965, renamed the Catholic Ins�tute for Interna�onal Rela�ons (CIIR), it established a reputa-

�on as a leading interna�onal development agency seeking to provide a moral voice against human rights 

abuses and to influence both the Church and state. It developed good rela�onships with the global South 

and worked closely with grassroots ini�a�ves in the developing world, giving a voice to the voiceless and pro-

jec�ng them onto an interna�onal stage.    In 2006, CIIR changed its name to Progressio to reflect the 

breadth and depth of the organisa�on's work.  Populorum Progressio, one of the central documents in Cath-

olic Social Teaching that emerged from the Second Va�can Council  speaks about the challenges of develop-

ment and the importance of jus�ce in rela�ons between rich and poor na�ons. 
 

Timescale of closure 

The process started when the Trustees took the decision to close at the board mee�ng on 14 September. The 

process to close will end in March 2017. Programmes that are funded up to March 2017 will con�nue as nor-

mally  as possible.  Conversa�ons are now being held with various organisa�ons to begin the process of 

handing over work to fulfil commitments aAer March 2017.  Unfortunately all staff here and in-country will 

be made redundant between January and March. All staff have been informed and are being supported both 

on a professional and personal level. 
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CHURCH ACTION ON POVERTY SUNDAY     FEBRUARY 26th 2017   'Transfigura�on Sunday'.    

On Church Ac�on on Poverty Sunday, you can help transform and transfigure the church.  Pope Francis and 

other church leaders have called on Chris�ans to build communi�es that put the poorest first. Church Ac�on 

on Poverty helps churches to respond to that call, so that we can work together to become a truly “poor 

Church for the poor”. 

•  Hold a collec�on or soup lunch – your dona�ons can transform more churches through listening and en-

gaging with people in poverty . 

•  Use our worship materials to reflect and pray for change. 
 

If you want to take part in Church Ac�on on Poverty Sunday, please follow us using email, Facebook or 

Twi?er. We will contact you as soon as the materials for 2017 are available.     www.church-poverty.org.uk/ 

 

                                                  WHAT NEXT FOR ENGLAND’S TROUBLED FAMILIES? 

5 years ago on August 9th rio�ng and loo�ng  broke out in several ci�es throughout the UK. The govern-

ment’s response was the Troubled Families programme. £400 million was provided to assist 120,000 families 

with difficul�es. This was later  extended in April 2015 to another 400,000 families at a cost of another £900 

million.  In October 2016 the Government published the long-awaited Na�onal Evalua�on of the Troubled 

Families Programme.   Louise Woodruff  of the Joseph Rowntree Founda�on (JRF) comments “There has been 

a lot of coverage about how the programme has so far failed to make a significant impact and the validity of 

claims that large numbers of families were ‘turned around’. Public scru�ny of the programme is required, 

especially as we can now read the evalua�on. But we need to ensure that the sound principles behind in-

ves�ng in whole-family working with families with complex needs are not abandoned because of concerns 

over whether the Troubled Families Programme is working.   

hBps://www.jrf.org.uk/blog/what-next-englands-troubled-families 

 

Book review                                   HOW CHANGE HAPPENS by  Duncan Green 

Brexit, Trump replacing Obama as President … Duncan Green’s latest book published in October 2106 seems 

to be a �mely work.  Duncan with past experience working for CAFOD and DFID (UK Department for Interna-

�onal Development) before going to OXFAM GB shares many examples of change from his personal experi-

ence.  He suggests human society is full of would-be 'change agents', a restless mix of campaigners, lobbyists, 

and officials, both individuals and organisa�ons, keen to transform the world. They want to improve public 

services, reform laws and regula�ons, guarantee human rights, get a fairer deal for those on the sharp end, 

achieve greater recogni�on for any number of issues, or simply be treated with respect.   
 

The book suggests that to bring about change you need  both to think about the world and to work for 

change – to be both reflec�ve and ac�ve. He suggests the key in any situa�on is to stand back, look, listen 

and discern where the power is.  Seeing how the power might be redistributed might bring about change. Is 

this what we have been seeing in UK and US? 
 

See Duncan introducing his book  on  hBps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Ci1BQjO9Jc 

 

RUSTY RADIATOR REWARDS 
 

The Radi-Aid Awards - originally named The Radiator Awards - is an annual event created by the Norwegian 

Students’ and Academics’ Interna�onal Assistance Fund (SAIH), spawned by the sa�rical campaign and music 

video Radi-Aid: Africa for Norway in 2012.   By highligh�ng the best and worst charity ads of the year, the 

aim of three rewards is to change the way fundraising campaigns communicate and engage people in issues 

of poverty and development.   There are two categories  - The Rusty Radiator Award goes to the fundraising 

video with the worst use of stereotypes. This kind of portrayal is not only unfair to the persons portrayed in 

the campaign, but also hinders long-term development and the fight against poverty.     The Golden Radiator 

Award goes to the fundraising video using crea�vity and crea�ng engagement. This kind of charity campaign 

is stepping outside of the common way without using stereotypes.     

                                                                                                           See the winners:   www.rustyradiator.com/ 



 
page 12 

Liverpool  
J &P Fieldworker 

Steve Atherton 

J&P Office, LACE 

Croxteth Drive, 

SeAon Park, 

Liverpool L17 1AA 

Tel: 0151 522 1080 

s.atherton@rcaol.co.uk 
 

facebook.com/

jpliverpooljp  
 

@liverpooljandp 

 

Liverpool Chair:  

Jus�ne Silcock 

Terry Phillips 
 

Liverpool Office Secretary 

Maria Hardacre 

 Tel: 0151 522 1081 

 

Shrewsbury 
Secretary: Maura Garside 

Tel: 0781 1679055 
 

 

Editor of MouthPeace 

Marian Thompson 

37 Dale Road,  

Marple 

Stockport  SK6 6EZ 

Tel: 0161 427 7254 

marianet@�scali.co.uk 
 
 

 

The opinions expressed in 

MouthPeace are the views 

of the individual contribu-

tors or organisa�ons con-

cerned and do not neces-

sarily reflect those of the 

Jus�ce and Peace Commis-

sions of the dioceses of 

Shrewsbury and Liverpool 
 

Edited and typeset by   

Marian Thompson 

 and printed at LACE  Liverpool    

www.archdiocese-of-liverpool.co.uk      www.jp-shrewsburydiocese.org.uk 

Copy date  for  next issue 

1/2/2017.  Don’t forget to 

send in  reports of events   

and dates for the diary 
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DIARY DATES 

DECEMBER  

4    ADVENT REFLECTION     ‘I was a stranger and you 

welcomed me.’ ( Mt 25:35) led by  Mary Kilcoyne  of  

Catholic Children’s Society   Wistaston Hall,   89 

Broughton Lane, Wistaston, Crewe CW2 8JS      4.30 

–6.30 pm   see page 3 
 

9 “VIGIL FOR THE DISPOSSESSED” 6.30- 7.30 pm 

Ecumenical witness in Liverpool city centre to show 

solidarity with the 6,000,000+ refugees worldwide. 

Assemble at Metropolitan Cathedral to walk with 

lighted candles to Clayton Square to meet with other 

Chris�ans for carols accompanied by the Salva�on 

Army band. Please let us know if you will be a?end-

ing. 0151 522 1080 or s.atherton@rcaol.co.uk 
 

13 TIME OUT ON TUESDAYS Liverpool Cenacle p.7 
 

15 CAFOD CHRISTMAS CAROLS  St Teresa’s, College 

Road  Upholland WN8 0PY 7.30 – 9.00  pm  (It’s ad-

visable to be early if you want a seat) Refreshments 

and stalls in parish centre aAerwards.  
 

25 CHRISTMAS DAY 
 

27 FUN RUNS FOR CAFOD     

BOLLINGTON 11am start  Registra�on from 9.30 am  

Details including advance registra�on from:  

www.�nyurl.com/BollyFunRun  Chris Pimblo?, 

01625-266552,  chris.pimblo?@ntlbusiness.com 

LIVERPOOL 12:00 registra�on; 13.00 start  Waver-

tree Athle�cs Centre Liverpool L15 4LE  

 liverpool@cafod.org.uk   0151 228 4028 
 

JANUARY  

13 CAFOD  QUIZ NIGHT Our Lady’s parish cen-

tre ,Ellesmere Port Town Centre 7.30 pm  see P. 5  
 

10 TIME OUT ON TUESDAYS Liverpool Cenacle p.7 
 

15   ANNUAL MEMORIAL LECTURE  2.00 – 3.30 

(Refreshments from 1.30) Rev Raj Pa?a. 

LACE Conference Centre, Croxteth Drive, SeAon 

Park,  Liverpool. L17 1AA   see page 3 
 

18 PEACE SUNDAY   see page 9 
 

18—25 CROSSING BARRIERS   Week of prayer for 

Chris�an Unity see page 10 
 

19 ‘CAN YOU DO DEVELOPMENT WITHOUT FAITH?’ 

talk by Dr Nick Henwood, who works for Community 

Health  Global networks and is seconded to  Tear-

fund.University of Chester Dept of Geography and 

Interna�onal Development  7.30—9 pm 
 

20 CLIMATE CHANGE—LESSONS FROM THE PAST 

AND OPTIONS FOR THE FUTURE  Dr Colin Fenwick 

Langley Methodist Church  7.45 pm For more details 

contact Keith Taylor   email   SKeithTAYL@aol.com 
 

22 HOMELESS SUNDAY www.housingjus�ce.org.uk/

pages/homeless_sunday.html 
 

FEBRUARY 

14  TIME OUT ON TUESDAYS Liverpool Cenacle p.7 
 

17 CAFOD  QUIZ NIGHT Our Lady’s parish cen-

tre ,Ellesmere Port Town Centre 7.30 pm  see P 5 

26 CHURCH ACTION ON POVERTY SUNDAY see p. 11 

27—12 March   FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT  
 

MARCH 

3 WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER  prepared by 

the women of the Philippines www.wwdp.org.uk/ 
 

14  TIME OUT ON TUESDAYS Liverpool Cenacle p.10 
 

24 CAFOD  QUIZ NIGHT Our Lady’s parish centre, 

Ellesmere Port Town Centre 7.30 pm  see Page 5 
 

30 PAX CHRISTI LIVERPOOL will host a public 

mee�ng with a returned Ecumenical Accompanier 

serving in The West Bank      venue Central Liverpool, 

to be confirmed Contact janharper1@yahoo.co.uk 

tel 07746919915 


