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Prayer for Migrants, 

Refugees and Asylum Seekers 

 

God, no-one is a stranger to you 

And no-one is ever far from your loving care. 

In your kindnesss watch over  migrants, 

refugees and asylum seekers,  

Those separated from their loved ones, 

Those who are lost and those who have been  

exiled from their homes. 

Bring them safely to the place  

where they long to be 

And help us always to show your kindness  

to strangers and those in need. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Who was a refugee and a migrant, 

Who travelled to another land  

searching for a home. 

Amen 

 

(source Nouwen Network)  
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                                                         MY NEW EXPERIENCE        

 

Doug Gurney  writes: 

I wasn’t sure what to expect when I was invited with my family to the Na�onal Jus�ce and Peace Network 

Conference at Swanwick for a weekend in July. I immediately sensed that with a three year old son to look 

a>er it would be something that I would be unable to really engage in, but was assured that there were plenty 

of ac�vi�es for children so I went along to see what it was all about.  
 

When I arrived I was amazed at the large a@endance to something that I had honestly never heard of before. 

Me and my son received a very friendly welcome from all. There were people from all over the country who 

were keen to get to know us and find out our story. It had a warming family atmosphere with plenty of old 

friends who had met long ago at past conferences and had valued and maintained their connec�ons. Almost 

everyone I met seemed to work with a charity or NGO of some sort and had a wealth of experience working 

for important causes - it certainly provided for very interes�ng conversa�ons and I heard some amazing sto-

ries. There was a very Chris�an ethos about the whole event, a rarity for me that I really enjoyed and appreci-

ated  - and the music in mass was great too!  
 

When I sat in the large conference hall and listened to the various speakers they spoke with an honest passion 

about their beliefs in building a more just world through tackling current problems or promo�ng and propos-

ing new schemes to help bring about a greater global equality. Even within the large conference halls with the 

impressive speakers the atmosphere was never in�mida�ng and along with others I was comfortable enough 

to throw my hand into the air and ask ques�ons.  
 

We also a@ended various workshops on controversial topics such as war and money, the problems of world 

economics, grassroots charity work and many others. These were a great way to gain insight and work closely 

with the other a@endees.  
 

I le> the conference on Sunday with a much greater knowledge of current global and local problems of ine-

quality and injus�ce; but perhaps more importantly I learnt of ongoing projects that are tackling these issues 

right now, which I can join to help make a difference. It really inspired me to work to make a be@er world as 

we are all commissioned to do as Chris�ans and has taught me a lot about what can actually be done.  
 

Thanks to Archbishop Malcolm for the invite!                                                                                      

 

“Did you know the Liverpool J&P Commission is on social media?” 
 

Our Facebook and Twi@er accounts are approaching one year old.   We created these accounts to allow us 

to reach a new audience that we perhaps would not otherwise connect with and these accounts are grow-

ing well. Our Instagram account is much newer and will be used more o>en in future to promote events 

and show highlights of events in the region. We also created a YouTube channel in the lead up to the EU 

referendum with the aim of raising awareness of issues that are of relevance. 
 

Going forward we have some exci�ng plans for our online presence, including promo�on and highlights of 

relevant events, promo�ng the work of the commission and our local groups, promo�ng local organisa-

�ons and/or chari�es and growing awareness of Jus�ce and Peace issues to a wider audience. 
 

If you want to get in touch with our social media subgroup, for any reason, they can be reached by email 

on j-p@rcaolp.co.uk 
 

You can like our Facebook account at www.facebook.com/jpliverpooljp, follow our Twi@er account at 

www.twi@er.com/liverpooljandp and our Instagram account at www.instagram.com/liverpooljandp 
 

You can view and subscribe to our YouTube channel at www.youtube.com/channel/

UCQzJkymJ3su5HJKc7dbiKyQ/videos or by searching Liverpool Jus�ce and Peace on YouTube” 

  



 
page 3 

REFUGEES ARE WELCOME HERE 

Steve Atherton writes: 

It’s a year ago this month since Pope Francis made his Angelus appeal for solidarity with refugees:  

“Faced with the tragedy of thousands of refugees fleeing from death from war or hunger, heading for the 

hope of a new life, the Gospel is calling us and asking us to be “neighbours” to the li$lest ones, the most 

abandoned ones. To give them real hope.  Not just to say, ‘Be strong, be pa+ent...!’   

Chris+an hope fights with the tenacity of someone aiming for a definite goal ... I am appealing to the par-

ishes, religious communi+es, monasteries and shrines of the whole of Europe to show how real the Gospel 

is by welcoming a family of refugees ...  

Every parish, every religious community, every monastery and every sanctuary in Europe ought to host a 

family...” 

These words are as challenging now as they were when we first heard them.  

In our diocese we responded by producing the booklet ‘A guide: Refugees, Asylum Seekers & Migrants. Wel-

coming the Stranger’  which has been distributed at the Metropolitan cathedral during the Year of Mercy pil-

grimages and can be downloaded from the diocesan website at h@p://www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk/

refugeesitua�on  If you want copies for your parish they are available from the J&P desk in the diocesan 

office on 0151 522 1080.  (They are free to people in the archdiocese, otherwise we’re asking for a pound per 

copy.)  The booklet has proved very useful and has spread across the country. 
 

When the UK Government announced an agreement to rese@le 20,000 Syrians over four years, it asked local 

authori�es to volunteer to organise the process.   The local authori�es were cau�ous in case they were taking 

on more responsibility without any extra resources.  As part of our offer of help, we con�nue to hold 

mee�ngs across the diocese in groups based on local authority boundaries.  Throughout all this planning we 

have tried to work ecumenically. 
 

Now we have some good news about two prac�cal ways for parishes, or groups of parishes, can get involved:  

We can join the Community Sponsorship Scheme by following the example of St Monica’s parish in Salford 

diocese and provide a home and support for a Syrian family.  In this scheme, the sponsoring group must 

have the agreement of the Local Authority, the approval of the local MP, provide a house, provide 

structured ESOL classes, have a ring-fenced income of £4,500 for each adult in the family to use if nec-

essary, and be able to find appropriate school places for children. This scheme involves a five year com-

mitment.  A Housing Associa�on could help with finding a house and maybe a group of churches could 

raise the money together. 

We can offer to join the Green Pastures scheme that is organised by the Evangelical Shoreline Church in 

Southport. This scheme involves iden�fying a suitable house that Green Pastures will buy and then 

providing a group of at least ten people to offer ‘pastoral’ support to a Syrian family.  Shoreline has de-

vised a business model that allows them to buy property as investments for their shareholders and at 

the same �me provide accommoda�on for homeless or refugee families. It makes no financial demands 

on the ‘pastoral’ accompaniers.  
 

There are certain things that must be arranged before anything can happen with either scheme.  

1. Find a group of like-minded people  

2.       Get the approval of your parish priest 

3.       Get the approval of the local authority 

In addi�on, it would be useful to consider: 

Working with other parishes in your Pastoral Area 

Invi�ng other Chris�an churches to work with you.  

Iden�fying people with useful experience and exper�se. e.g. parents, knowledge of local area, medical 

and educa�onal systems, familiarity with local authority, etc. 

Contact Steve Atherton at LACE for a full explana�on of the process or to arrange an informa�on mee�ng 

that could be held during the day or in the evening. Phone: 0151 522 1080 Email: s.atherton@rcaol.co.uk. 

                                                        See also page    for informa�on about the march of welcome 
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                                         Laudato si’ : follow that! 
 

Keith Taylor writes: 

Laudato si’ is a wonderful encyclical. And it was published in the right year. In 2015 the major climate change 

event was the interna�onal United Na�ons conference in Paris in December.  The conference was considered 

a success. Was it perhaps, at least in part, because of the Pope's involvement in the issues of climate change 

and his commitment of the Church in a much more fundamental way than before to the interests of the cre-

ated world? 
 

Whatever is the case, Laudato si’ was a major event in 2015. It presented a major opportunity for Jus�ce & 

Peace groups and with it a considerable challenge. The interest created by the encyclical and its �ming made 

it a natural item for ac�on on the agenda. However, like all encyclicals, there was a lot in it and it was not 

easy to see how to spread the word in an appropriate way. 
 

New ground 

The Jus�ce & Peace Group at Macclesfield's St Alban's Church considered how to proceed and 

decided, in consulta�on with the Parish Priest and Parish Council, to do something new. In the 

past the group had hosted speakers on various topics, some�mes its own members but mainly 

speakers from outside. Never had it tackled a series of talks.  
 

With Laudato si’  new ground was to be broken. Using the CAFOD Study Guide, four study and reflec�on eve-

nings were planned, to be facilitated by members of the group, each taking one session. They started in No-

vember 2015 and finished in March 2016. 
 

They went well. A@endance was encouraging: numbers were good, there were people who had not previous-

ly a@ended J&P events, discussions were lively and sugges�ons for ac�on were plen�ful.  
 

But then came the ques�on: what next? Interest had been aroused. Laudato si’ raises many issues, theologi-

cal and lifestyle. Most J&P themes figure in its pages. In a way it is a charter for a J&P group to become even 

more ac�ve in its community. But how? 
 

World Day of Prayer for the Care of Crea3on  

The group felt that a combina�on of reflec�on, further study and sugges�ons for ac�on was required, prefer-

ably star�ng in September. This is where the Pope had thought ahead.  
 

In 2015 he ins�tuted the annual World day of Prayer for Crea�on on September 1st: 

To quote from his le@er to Cardinal Turkson asking for the world’s J&P Commissions’ coopera�on in establish-

ing the Day, it offers “individual believers and communi�es a fiWng opportunity to reaffirm their personal 

voca�on to be stewards of crea�on….and to implore….his pardon for the sins commi@ed against the world in 

which we live.”  
 

In the same le@er also addressed to Cardinal Koch, President of the Pon�fical Council for the Promo�on of 

Chris�an Unity,  he encourages coordina�on with other Churches and with the World Council of Churches 

(WCC). 
 

Season of Crea3on. 

So we had a start date. September 1
st

.  But what then?   Other dates and sugges�ons came 

from a bit of research and discussion.  
 

A number of Chris�an bodies recommend the observance of a season to reflect on crea�on. The WCC, among 

others, invites us to do so between September 1
st

 and October 4
th

 (feast of St Francis of Assisi, patron saint of 

ecology.)   

So the sugges�on of a “Season of Crea�on” for St Alban’s came on to the table along with a dra> calendar 

giving things to do on each day: prayers, suggested small ac�ons and reflec�ons focused on nature, challeng-

es to consumerism and, in some cases, parish events to get people out into natural surroundings in a spirit of 

reflec�on. This calendar, the work of one member, has been taken up by Cafod and made more general.  

(see opposite page) 
 

 



 page 5 

Laudato Si’ : follow that! Con+nued from previous page 
 

Ecumenical Approach 

Parallel with these thoughts centred on St Alban’s there were two other possibili�es for 

thought and ac�on, both of which called for an ecumenical approach.  One was an ini�a�ve of the J&P group 

and the other was the work of the Climate Coali�on. 
 

First, an excellent lecture had been given in Macclesfield in January 2016. Its �tle said it all: “Climate Change 

– Why should you care?” It was   a simple and compelling presenta�on of the facts about global warming. The 

J&P Group offered to organise a repeat of this presenta�on in a central venue in September  (see below) 
 

Secondly, the Climate Coali�on is calling  for a week of ac�on in October to influence MPs to ensure that cli-

mate change is a priority of HMG. This ac�on  – at the sugges�on of the J&P group – would take the form of a 

wri@en pe��on.  (see below)  
 

Churches work together in Macclesfield under an umbrella body called HOPE. HOPE has agreed to promote 

the lecture and to encourage their members to get their congrega�ons to sign the pe��on. 

 

 

The Season of Crea3on  1st September to 4th October 2016 
 

The Jus�ce and Peace Group of St Alban’s Macclesfield have issued a warm invita�on to their parish and 

others to join in some or all of this period of daily reflec�on, enjoyment and ac�on as stewards of crea-

�on. With this in mind they have published a calendar “Celebra�ng The Season of Crea�on Day by Day.” 

For details Keith Taylor 01625-429915 SKeithTayl@aol.com.  
 

It is possible also to obtain the thought and ac�on  daily on @CAFODShrewsbury 
 

Other resources : 

‘A Catholic Season of Crea3on’ For the Sundays in September 2016 (Year C)  The Columban Mission Ins�-

tute's Centre for Peace, Ecology and Jus�ce in Australia has produced an online resource - suitable for 

priests, parish and school liturgy co-ordinators, and interested related groups to help implement Laudato 

Si'. Download free on : www.columban.org.au 
 

'Followers of Jesus, Caring for Crea3on' published by the Eco-Congrega�on Scotland.  The material comes 

from an ecumenical wri�ng group. Download at : h@p://www.ecocongrega�onscotland.org/materials/

crea�on-�me/ 
 

See also a 'Season of Crea3on', including a video from Pope Francis on  h@p://seasonofcrea�on.org 

 

Thursday  29th September  “Climate Change – Why should you care?”   

7.30 pm  Macclesfield Library,  (Jordangate, SK10 1EE) 

A simple and compelling presenta�on of the facts about global warming, by Colin Fenwick Bsc, based on 

five years of research.   This event is organised by St Alban’s J&P Group and supported by HOPE (the 

grouping formerly known as Churches Together in Macclesfield.) 

For details Keith Taylor 01625-429915 SKeithTayl@aol.com.  

 

 

October 8th-16th      The Climate Coali3on  Week of Ac3on   
 

The Climate Coali�on (h@p://www.theclimatecoali�on.org/)  is a group dedicated to ac�on on climate 

change . It has 100 plus  members  (including  Cafod, Chris�an Aid and Tearfund and many other faith and 

non-faith bodies.)    It is calling  for ac�on to influence MPs.   

St Alban’s J & P Group is organising a pe��on to the Macclesfield MP with the support of HOPE (the grouping 

formerly known as Churches  Together in Macclesfield.)  Could your group do the same? 

For details Keith Taylor 01625-429915 SKeithTayl@aol.com.  
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MARCH to show REFUGEES ARE WELCOME HERE       17 September in  London  
 

The march starts at 12:30 half way down  Park Lane opposite Mount Street and then proceeds to Parliament 

Square where there will be a rally from 3-5pm.  
 

There are 65.3 million refugees in the world – more than the popula�on of France. As inequality, climate 

change and conflicts worsen, this number will only grow.  As we start to shape the UK’s place in the world 

outside the EU, we need to come together and show our government that we must not turn our backs on the 

millions of people fleeing their homes. Building fences is no way to tackle this crisis. 
 

Many people in the UK have shown remarkable generosity and humanity – but there’s more we can do to-

gether. In the run up to two crucial summits on the refugee crisis this is the biggest opportunity of 2016 to 

show our government and the world that Britain is ready to welcome more refugees. 
 

The march is organised by the Refugee Council but supported by  the UK’s other leading refugee and human 

rights chari�es, as well as faith leaders, together to call on the public to show their support for refugees. 
   

 See www.refugeecouncil.org.uk under events 

WAS IT WORTH IT? 

Joan Sharples writes: 

‘Was It Worth It?’ was the �tle of a talk given by Romy Tiongco in Chester in July in which he reflected on his 

nine years as mayor in Damulog, a municipality of nearly thirty thousand people in the province of Bukidnon 

on the island on Mindanao in the Philippines. Some readers will know Romy and his wife Linda from the many 

years they worked for Chris�an Aid in the North West and their close involvement with Jus�ce and Peace. 
 

A>er he finished working for Chris�an Aid, Romy returned to his na�ve Philippines in order to plant some 

trees and unexpectedly became mayor of Damulog, the poor municipality, beset by armed conflict, in which 

he had been mayor for nine months in 1986, and before that the parish priest. 
 

Romy recognised a con�nuity in his mission.  He had preached 'the good news that God's reign is here' as par-

ish priest, and now, as mayor, he was determined to realise God's reign: to bring peace and stability to Da-

mulog.  He described how delivering services to rebel areas had stopped armed raids. At the start of his �me 

as mayor, he had alarmed people by dismissing the military from the municipality, but during the nine years 

there had been no military a@acks and no ca@le rustling. 
 

The four programmes at the heart of his plan were: to feed the hungry; to heal the sick; to educate the illit-

erate; and to provide an infrastructure to make these possible and all had produced remarkable results. Ra-

ther than crea�ng a culture of handouts, Romy had encouraged community involvement. He sited the exam-

ple of the schools building programme.  A South Korean Buddhist organisa�on had provided the materials, 

local government had undertaken the engineering work, the communi�es had provided the labour and the 

department of educa�on had agreed to provide teachers.  Improved roads enabled farmers be@er access to 

market and ambulances are able to pick up the sick. 
 

Back on his visit to England, Romy is concerned about how his successor will con�nue the work and is discern-

ing what form his own mission will take next when he and Linda travel back to the Philippines in the Autumn.  
 

There seems no doubt that the answer to the ques�on posed by Romy at the beginning of his talk: 'was it 

worth it?' is yes. But, listening to him and to Linda leaves no doubt that such service requires sacrificial self-

giving - a challenge and inspira�on to us all. 

 

Editor :  Because of the close connec�on Romy had with J & P in this area  we followed with interest his work in 

Damulog from the �me of his elec�on  as mayor when he was in great personal danger and then his  progress 

in peace building  in the area.  The ar�cles can be found  in the following back numbers of  Mouthpeace  

MP 57 Spring 2007, MP 59 Autumn 2007,  MP 61 Spring  2008, MP 62 Summer 2008( about MuCard),  MP 68 

Winter 2009/10, MP 78 Summer 2012.    hKps://jpshrewsbury.wordpress.com/ 
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A new book review:           

 THE ROHINGYAS:  INSIDE MYANMAR’S HIDDEN GENOCIDE  by   Azeen Ibrahim 

Marian Thompson writes: 

‘Myanmar (Burma) stands on the edge of genocide.’  

warns Azeen Ibrahim in his latest book. The return of 

the country to rela�ve democracy with the elec�ons 

in 2015 has  seen a deteriora�on in the situa�on of 

the minority Rohingya people. This reflects a deliber-

ate policy of the ruling elite including Aung Sang Suu 

Kyi.  Ibrahim’s book which  is detailed and closely 

researched,  offers a challenge to some of the ac-

cepted views on Burma. 
 

He explains that  the Rohingya are a Muslim ethnic 

group who live in Rakhine state (formerly Arakan 

state) in western Myanmar, a majority Buddhist 

country. According to the United Na�ons, they are 

one of the most persecuted minori�es in the world.  

They are stateless.  In 1974  a new cons�tu�on came 

into effect under which the Rohingya were stripped 

of their Burmese ci�zenship. This followed in 1982 by 

the Ci�zenship Act in which the Rohingya were all 

classified as ‘foreigners.’  This means that  Rohingya 

individuals are denied ci�zenship rights in the coun-

try of their birth. They face severe limita�ons on 

many aspects of an ordinary life, such as marriage, 

finding work or movement around the country. In 

recent years many have tried to leave ending up, if 

they survive the sea journey,  in refugee camps in 

Thailand or Malaysia. More and more of those who 

cannot afford to leave are being herded into internal 

refugee camps. 
 

Ibrahim realises that the charge of genocide is a seri-

ous one and he looks at past instances of genocide in 

the twen�eth century  – The Armenian Massacres 

191915-6, Soviet crimes against muslims in Ukraine 

1941-3, the Nazi holocaust against the Jews 1933-45 

and Rwanda 1994-5. He suggests that the condi�ons 

leading up to all these events are present as far as 

the Rohingya are concerned in Burma today. He 

warns that as in Rwanda the west seems to be in-

different to the situa�on.  
 

 There are several possible reasons for this. One is 

that  we have our own crisis situa�on in Europe with 

the war and unrest in the Middle East and many peo-

ple seeking refuge here. 
 

Another is the popularity here of Aung Sang Suu Kyi.  

As a western educated Nobel Peace Laureate who 

was married to a Bri�sh man and has Bri�sh children, 

she is greatly admired in the west. Her years of per-

sonal sacrifice under house arrest have added to this 

glowing picture. Now elected democra�cally to a po-

si�on of power she is being acclaimed as the person 

to move the country from its period of darkness un-

der military dictatorship to light.  
 

But as far as the Rhohingya people are concerned 

she has not stepped up to the mark. Life for them 

con�nues to be intolerable and there appears to be 

li@le hope for change. Ibrahim suggests this is hap-

pening because Aung Sang Suu Kyi relies heavily on 

Buddhist groups and the monasteries to stay in pow-

er.  The par�cular form of Buddhism adopted In Bur-

ma is Theravada. This is a different more militant 

than the gentle Buddhism followed by the Dalai Lla-

ma whom Theravada Buddhists 

do not recognise as a spiritual 

leader. They have a more funda-

mentalist approach believing 

that all other religions and ideo-

logies but theirs have to 

checked and suppressed using 

violence if necessary. In their view to be Burmese 

you have to be Theravada Buddhist. So according to 

this outlook muslims cannot be Burmese. Aung Sang 

Suu Kyi seems to share the same outlook being  re-

luctant to even use the word ‘Rohingya’ referring 

instead to the muslim community in Rakhine state or 

even Bengalis sugges�ng their recent roots are in 

Bangladesh. Ibrahim shows that historically this is 

untrue.  
 

The book concludes by urging us to take ac�on now 

to prevent the annihila�on of the Rohingya people.  

Firstly we need to recognise there is a problem and 

that Buddhism is not always a benign religion.  Then 

it is important to speak out, both to our own govern-

ment  and  also to Aung Sang Suu Kyi and her govern-

ment.  The more people who are aware of the situa-

�on the less likely the genocide which Ibrahim  fears 

is  to happen. He concludes that ‘in the end genocide 

( as opposed to instances of ethnic conflict) happens 

due to state policy and only when the state believes 

it can get away with it in the face of domes�c and 

interna�onal opposi�on’. 
 

You can read more about the Rohingya and sign a 

pe��on to Aung Sang Suu Kyi on 

www.burmacampaign.org.uk            
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National Justice & Peace Network      38th Annual Conference 

 Friday 15 - Sunday 17 July 2016           The Hayes Conference Centre,   Swanwick, Derbyshire 

 

Joan Sharples writes: 

This year's Na�onal Jus�ce & Peace Conference, Jus+ce, Power and Responsibility: How Can Democracy Work 

for the Common Good? was well a@ended by people from Liverpool and Shrewsbury dioceses. Coming two 

weeks a>er the European Referendum vote, at the end of a week that had seen a new Prime Minister and  

challenges to Labour's leadership, the conference could not have been more �mely. 
 

In his talk, Jon Cruddas, Labour MP for Dagenham, argued for a new poli�cal language which would ask deep-

er ques�ons: for a virtue-based ethics which would seek to consider: 'What is it to lead a good life?'  
 

Jenny Sinclair, daughter of the Anglican Bishop of Liverpool David Shepherd, recalled his collabora�on with 

Bishop Derek Warlock in working together for the common good. This has inspired Jenny to found Together 

for the Common Good, an ini�a�ve 'encouraging people of goodwill to work together, across their tradi�ons, 

to become agents of change for the common good'.  For more informa�on see opposite page  and below  ** 
 

Later in the conference, Polly James, from Global Jus+ce outlined the dangers of the Transatlan�c Trade and 

Investment Partnership (TTIP) which would enable corpora�ons to sue governments if they do something 

that cuts profits and suggested campaign ac�ons and Takura Gwa�nyana from Caritas Zimbabwe described 

courageous a@empts to develop democracy and par�cipa�on in that troubled country. 
 

A wide selec�on of workshops provided resources for follow-up and a moving Mass, prayer, and reflec�on 

sessions rooted the conference in our Chris�an faith.  
 

The children and young people had their own programmes, their presence inspiring us all to con�nue to work 

together for the common good, to be people of hope, and to make our own the challenge of Micah: ' to act 

justly, love tenderly, and walk humbly with our God'.  
 

Having arrived at the conference despondent about the current 'signs of the �mes', I le> it pondering a re-

mark by Raymond Williams, which Jon Cruddas quoted in his talk: 'To be truly radical is to make hope possi-

ble rather than despair convincing.'  
 

So, where can we make hope possible today? 
 

Editor: 

If you didn’t manage to go to the conference but would like to hear the keynote speakers, their talks  are 

available on the NJPN website: 

hKp://jus3ce-and-peace.org.uk/conference-reports/jus3ce-power-and-responsibility-conference-2016-

videos/ 
 

**  Find out more about Together for the Common Good on: www.togetherforthecommongood.co.uk/ 

 Books:  

A Faithful Presence: working together for the common good.     Hilary Russell  SCM press £10.99 
 

Together for the Common Good: Towards a Na�onal Conversa�on   Nicholas Savosky  & Peter McGrail  

SCM press £25   A collec�on of thirteen essays intended as a conversa�on opener to inform and inspire a 

deeper quality of discussion about the common good. 

Movement One of ‘Faith for Life’  

 This new course involves four weekends over six months. It makes links between our Sunday observance 

and our weekday prac+ce 

Oct: Sat.  8th      9.30am  – 5pm    &  Sun. 9th   1-5 pm   November : Sat. 5th 9.30 am—5 pm  Sun. 6th 1-5 pm 

St Joseph’s, Wrigh�ngton WN6 9PA (Next to Jnct 27 on M6) 

For info contact Jonathan Mercer 0151 522 1040 email: j.mercer@rcaol.co.uk 
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“TIME OUT ON TUESDAYS”  An ecumenical quiet day for everyone   

 13 September,  11 October,  8 November,    13 December  

10 – 4 pm at The Convent of Our Lady of the Cenacle,  Lance Lane, Wavertree,   Liverpool L15 6TW       

 Input and �me for individual quiet prayer and  reflec�on.    Tea & coffee provided. Bring your own lunch. 

       Cost £10             For more informa�on or to book: Tel 0151 722 2271  email:  winniecenacle@mail.com 

Jenny Sinclair was one of the key note speakers at 

Swanwick this year. She talked about Together for  

the Common Good  (T4CG) which has developed un-

der her inspira�on.  
 

‘Five years ago I had no idea what was in store. I can 

only describe what happened as a movement of the 

Spirit, pulling me onto a completely new path. I was 

living an ordinary family life, working in graphic de-

sign and as a serial volunteer. My sons were 11 and 

13. For the first +me since my conversion to the Cath-

olic Church in my mid-twen+es, I felt I was being 

called. It was my ‘hidden journey’ breaking through.’ 
 

Jenny grew up in Liverpool during those halcyon years 

when Bishop David Shepherd, her father, and Bishop 

Derek Worlock, from their cathedrals at either end of 

Hope Street, worked �relessly together with their 

Free Church colleagues to build an outward facing 

church. Jenny kept hearing her father saying ‘who are 

your allies?’ and in 2012  she gathered together a 

steering group with the aim of holding a conference 

and maybe publishing a book to help people engage 

with the Common Good as an idea and as a prac�ce. 
 

Trying to define the Common Good Jenny suggested 

the roots go back a long way and re-emerge in differ-

ent �mes and places.  She personally recalled the in-

spira�on she got from of the Anglican report ‘Faith in 

the City’ and more recently from Catholic Social 

Teaching, She referred  especially to Pope Francis call-

ing for the Theology of the People, where  ‘poor’ re-

fers to people who live with the experience of non-

power. This can be social, material, rela+onal, spiritu-

al, economic or in other ways. He says if the Holy Spirit 

is set free among these people this is how the Church 

itself will be transformed.’ 
 

Jenny told a story that seemed to reach to the core of 

her talk. Our rela�onships ma@er if we seek to bring 

about change and transforma�on in our society. She 

talked about Anne Marie to illustrate how people  can 

easily feel excluded even from church communi�es. 

 ‘Ann Marie lives with her four children on a run-down 

estate. She used to spend most of her +me in her flat 

watching TV, going out only to get the kids from 

school. She said she didn’t have the confidence and 

there was nothing to do round where she lives. She 

felt the church people in her area were more interest-

ed in campaigning about jus+ce than in people like 

her right on their doorstep. This was how Anne Marie 

experienced the Church…..     But someone actually 

knocked on her door and asked if she wouldn’t mind 

helping by baking a cake for a parish ini+a+ve called 

‘CraAernoon Teas’. She was astonished that anyone 

would want her help. But they said ‘We need you.’ 

Having been so isolated before, her life is now trans-

formed: she’s leading a community project. This asset-

based approach focuses on what she can do, not on 

what she lacks, not what services need to be provided 

for her, not on what systems need to be changed. This 

rela+onal approach leads to material changes too.’ 
 

T4CG is not a membership or a campaigning organisa-

�on.  Jenny said that they like to be low key, a bit like 

a catalyst - to prompt others rather than to centralise. 

They are ecumenical, non-par�san, and independent 

of any ins�tu�on or denomina�on. There is no place 

for sectarianism or fac�onalism. Their newsle@er is 

now read by nearly 1,800 people and organisa�ons, 

their website is a well-used resource, they’ve pub-

lished their research into ecumenical social ac�on as a 

handbook along with a book of essays on the Com-

mon Good from different poli�cal and belief perspec-

�ves. They assist others in their efforts for the com-

mon good, hos�ng public debates and private conver-

sa�ons bringing people of different tradi�ons togeth-

er. They are now developing materials to enable 

teachers, clergy, laity, communi�es and young people 

to engage with the Common Good as an idea and as a 

prac�ce. 
 

Jenny then went on to describe many different ways 

in which people were already working together for 

the common good.  For someone in an ecumenical J & 

P group this offered encouragement but also the feel-

ing that we could do more to build rela�onships with-

in our community. 

                                                              Marian Thompson 

BUILDING THE COMMON  GOOD – OUR REPSPONSIBILITY 
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                            Autumn series of CAFOD Quizzes. 
 

They are September 16th, October 14th, and November 25th.  

They are all on Fridays at 7.30pm and will take place at 7.30pm in Our Lady’s parish centre, with Fairtrade  

refreshments provided at the interval. The entry fee is £3.00 for adults and £1 for children. All money raised 

will go to CAFOD’s Connect 2 Ethiopia project.    For further details contact Tony Walsh on 0151 355 6419 

TRASH TO TREASURE for TRAIDCRAFT 

Recycling is always great for the planet, but now you can do even more with old, broken or unwanted items 

to raise vital funds for Traidcra>. 

Jewellery and Currency 

If you have any old, broken or unwanted jewellery (snapped chains and odd earrings are ideal!) or any old/

foreign banknotes clu@ering up your drawers - you can recycle them at no cost to you and you’ll be making 

cash to go towards our life-changing development projects in East Africa and Asia. 

Our partners at Recycling for Good Causes will reuse and recycle the jewellery, giving proceeds to Traidcra> 

Exchange and saving precious raw materials at the same �me! 

There are 2 ways you can do it: 

1.Request free recycling envelopes             Call us on 0191 497 6445 and you can request as many envelopes 

as you'd like - why not hand them round to your neighbours, friends and family! Fill the envelope with old, 

broken or unwanted gold, silver, costume jewellery and watches and old/foreign banknotes and pop in the 

post to the freepost address provided. 
 

2. Wrap, Pack & Send!      Use your own envelope or jiffy bag and post free of charge to: 

FREEPOST RSXA-GJBY-ARRZ      TRAIDCRAFT          UNIT 14      AMBER BUSINESS VILLAGE   AMBER CLOSE     

TAMWORTH   B77 4RP 
 

Cars, vehicles and other large items 

If you have a car, motorbike or other vehicle that you would like to dispose of, Giveacar will arrange a collec-

�on of the item at no cost to you.  They provide a FREE service which is available throughout the UK.   De-

pending on the age and condi�on of the vehicle, Giveacar will either recycle it at a green facility, or send it to 

a salvage auc�on. Scrap dona�ons will raise an average of £80 for Traidcra>, with auc�on cars o>en raising 

much more.   Since Giveacar was set up in 2010, the organisa�on has raised over £1.7 million for over 2,000 

chari�es!                           www.giveacar.co.uk 

‘RUTILIO, ROMERO AND POPE FRANCIS—MARTYRS FOR FAITH’ 
 

Archbishop Romero Memorial Lecture 2016  to be given by Fr  Rodolfo Cardenal   

 In the North West  on  Friday November 4th  at St Wilfrid’s Church Preston PR1 8BU 

7—9 pm 

Fr Rodolfo Cardenal is a Central American Jesuit, Director of the Monseňor Romero Centre 

in El Salvador. He has wri@en a biography of his Jesuit colleague, Fr Ru�lio Grande who was 

also a friend of  Oscar Romero. Fr Ru�lio’s murder with two companions by the death 

squad just three weeks a>er Romero had became Archbishop of San Salvador, was a pivot-

al moment in Romero’s own development. The cause for the bea�fica�on of Fr Ru�lio is 

going ahead supported by Pope Francis who met him in the early 1970s and was very im-

pressed by him. 
 

PILGRIMAGE  2017 ROMERO’S CENTENARY 

For various reasons the planned pilgrimage to El Salvador this year had to be postponed. Details are now 

available for the pilgrimage in 2017 to celebrate the centenary year of Blessed Oscar Romero’s birth. Dates 

November 13—24   Cost £1695   For more informa�on contact Anthony Coles:    arctc@b�nternet.com  or 

telephone 020 7431 3414 
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WORLD WEEK FOR PEACE IN PALESTINE ISRAEL  18 - 24 September 2016 

"God has broken down the dividing walls" 
 

The Pales�ne Israel Ecumenical Forum (PIEF) of the World Council of Churches invites member churches, faith

-based communi�es, and civil society organiza�ons around the world to join together for a week of prayer, 

educa�on and advocacy calling for an end to the illegal occupa�on of Pales�ne, so that Pales�nians and Israe-

lis can finally live in peace.  
               

It has been 68 years since the crea�on of the State of Israel. This has not led to the crea�on of an independ-

ent Pales�nian state but has only deepened the tragedy of the Pales�nian people. It is now 49 years since the 

occupa�on of East Jerusalem, the West Bank and Gaza overwhelmed the peaceful vision of one land, two 

peoples. 
 

Yet the dream of one na�on cannot be fulfilled at the expense of another. 

The ac�on week's message is that now is the �me:   for Pales�nians and Israelis to share a just peace;  

  for freedom from occupa�on;            for equal rights;               for the healing of wounded souls. 

hKp://pief.oikoumene.org/en/world-week-for-peace 

HOLY LAND STUDY GUIDE FOR CHRISTIAN GROUPS 

 Kairos Pales�ne have just published a comprehensive study guide to be used by Chris�an groups, schools 

and parishes. 

 

The resource, compiled by Kairos member Karen Fairfax-Cholmeley, consists of five sessions (each one taking 

up to 1.5 hours to complete) and covers a range of topics from the historical side of the conflict, to how we 

can support Pales�nians' right to non-violent resistance. Karen previously worked as a lawyer, and is now a 

teacher and researcher. Her fundamental belief in the rule of law and universal applica�on of human rights 

led to an early engagement with Pales�nian/Israeli issues, and she has completed research in the West Bank 

with Pales�nian Chris�an families looking at children's sense of iden�ty. 

Download free from :  

 h@p://www.kairosbritain.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Binder1-2-all-pack-CT-010516.pdf 

The Promise Of Liberty  

by Mahmoud Darwish 

 

I walk the streets of the West Bank 

Without fear, though the pirates drank 

My spilt blood. My feet are torn, 

Swollen by a dagger, a knife, a thorn;  

Yet my heart is deeply - rooted in the land 

Where we walk, band aAer bold band!  

We are a soA breeze to our friends, 

And gunpowder against hos+le trends: 

We march, and act; and we never sleep, 

Because we have promises to keep: 

Freedom beckons along the horizon afar, 

Leading our footsteps, like the polar star. 

We spare no effort, sacrifice or toil 

Till we celebrate the liberty of our soil.   

Mahmoud Darwish, 1941 – 2008 is widely considered 

to be a Pales�nian na�onal poet whose work embod-

ies aspira�ons to achieve independent statehood 

and opposi�on to Israeli occupa�on. Israeli high 

schools offer his poems as elec�ves in advanced liter-

ature and Arabic courses, despite the objec�ons of 

poli�cians through the years to his role as a voice of 

Pales�nian na�onalism.  

                                                                                                                             

In July this year he made headlines when Israeli De-

fense Minister Avigdor Lieberman called his poems 

"fuel for terror a@acks" a>er an Army Radio broad-

cast about Darwish – part of a series on forma�ve 

Israeli texts in the sta�on’s “University on the Air” 

program. 
 

One of Dawish’s best known poems is ID Card. 

Wri@en in 1966 about occupa�on it is  s�ll highly 

relevant today.     
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Liverpool  
J &P Fieldworker 

Steve Atherton 

J&P Office, LACE 

Croxteth Drive, 

Se>on Park, 

Liverpool L17 1AA 

Tel: 0151 522 1080 

s.atherton@rcaol.co.uk 
 

facebook.com/

jpliverpooljp  
 

@liverpooljandp 

Liverpool Chair:  

Jus�ne Slack 

Terry Phillips 
 

Liverpool Office Secretary 

Maria Hardacre 

 Tel: 0151 522 1081 

 

Shrewsbury 
Secretary: Maura Garside 

Tel: 0781 1679055 

 

Editor of MouthPeace 

Marian Thompson 

37 Dale Road,  

Marple 

Stockport  SK6 6EZ 

Tel: 0161 427 7254 

marianet@3scali.co.uk 
 

The opinions expressed in 

MouthPeace are the views 

of the individual contribu-

tors or organisa�ons con-

cerned and do not neces-

sarily reflect those of the 

Jus�ce and Peace Commis-

sions of the dioceses of 

Shrewsbury and Liverpool 
 

Edited and typeset by   

Marian Thompson 

 and printed at LACE  Liverpool    

www.archdiocese-of-liverpool.co.uk      www.jp-shrewsburydiocese.org.uk 

Copy date  for  next issue 

1/11/2016.  Don’t forget 

to send in  reports of 

events   

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
   

 SEPTEMBER 

1 World Day of Prayer for Crea3on   

1 Sept – 4 October Crea3on Time  see page 5  for 

details of daily reflec�ons and week by week re-

sources.  

10 ‘What does Mercy look like?’ Reflec�ons on Refu-

gees and Asylum seekers and a chance to consider 

our response. 11-3 St Mary’s, Leyland. PR25 1PD  

Contact Steve Atherton 0151 522 1080 email: 

s.atherton@rcaol.co.uk 

13 Time out on Tuesdays   see page 9 

16 CAFOD Quiz Night 7.30pm Our Lady’s Parish  

Centre, Ellesmere Port Town Centre. See page  10 

17 Refugees Welcome Here March London page 6 

18 Peace Sunday  Church resources www.for.org.uk  

01865 250 781 

21Peace One Day - An annual day of global ceasefire 

and non-violence organised by Peace One Day, a non-

profit  organisa�on that raises awareness of peace 

issues.  www. peaceoneday.org  020 7456 9180 

29 “Climate Change – Why should you care?”  7.30 

pm  Macclesfield Library,  (Jordangate, SK10 1EE)   

Oganised by St Alban’s J&P Group and supported by 

HOPE  For details Keith Taylor 01625-429915 or 

SKeithTayl@aol.com.   See page 5 

  

OCTOBER  

7    CAFOD Harvest Fast Day  ‘Hands on’ with the 

people of Al�plano  www.cafod.org.uk/ 

7    Talk by Stephen Twigg MP  on the wide-ranging 

work of the Commons Select Commi@ee on Interna-

�onal Development, of which he is Chair. An open 

mee�ng arranged by Chester World Development 

Forum. 7pm Binks Building, University of Chester CH1 

4BJ. www.chesterwdf.org.uk 

8 & 9  Movement One of ‘Faith for Life’  see page 8    

for details 8  St Joseph’s, Wrigh�ngton WN6 9PA 

 

8-16  The Climate Coali3on  Week of Ac3on   

see page  5             h@p://www.theclimatecoali�on.org/   

9 Prisons Sunday 

9- 15 Prisons Week of Prayer. prayers for each day 

see www.prisonsweek.org 

11 Time out on Tuesdays see page 9 

14 CAFOD Quiz Night 7.30pm Our Lady’s Parish  

   Centre, Ellesmere Port Town Centre.  page10 

 22 Our Common Home: environmental issues in the 

North West.’ 10.30 – 4.30 A joint event between Lan-

caster F&J and Liverpool J&P to look at some of the 

environmental issues facing us in our current context. 

The day will begin with theology and end with ideas 

for posi�ve ac�on. The Storey, Mee�ng House Lane 

Lancaster LA1 1TH 

29   ‘Come and See’ Conference.   Speakers : Lord 

David Alton & Steve Atherton 10 -4 Irenaeus project, 

Liverpool.  Venue not confirmed.  For info : 0151 525 

6191 

NOVEMBER  

4  ‘Ru3lio, Romero and Francis: martyrs for the faith’ 

Romero Trust Annual Lecture given by Fr. Rodolpho 

Cardenal SJ. St Wilfrid’s Preston See Page 10  For info 

contact Steve Atherton 0151 522 1080  

email: s.atherton@rcaol.co.uk 

5 & 6   Movement One of ‘Faith for Life’  see page 8 

8 Time out on Tuesdays see page 9 

10 Holocaust Study Day  Menorah Synagogue 9.30 – 

I pm arranged by the Council of Chris�ans and Jews. 

Advance booking required: hsd@menorah.org.uk or 

phone Eric Roth 0161 485 6051 

25  CAFOD Quiz Night 7.30pm Our Lady’s Parish  

 Centre, Ellesmere Port Town Centre. See page 9 
 

DECEMBER  

13 Time out on Tuesdays  see page 9 

mauragarside@hotmail.com 


