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Let us plant dates, even though those who plant 
them will never eat them...  
we must live by the love of what we will never see. 
This is the secret discipline. 
 

It is a refusal to let the creative act be dissolved 
away in immediate sense experience,  
and a stubborn commitment to the future of our 
grandchildren... 
 

Such disciplined love is what has given prophets, 
revolutionaries and saints the courage to die for 
what they envisaged. 
 

They made their own bodies the seed of their 
 highest hope. 
 

From a reflection on hope by Rubem Alves,  
the Brazilian theologian (1933-2014). 

 
 
 
 

In memory of Mike Simpson who died on 20 February 
at the age of eighty-five after a long period of ill health. 

Mike was particularly fond of this reflection.  

Appointed as Shrewsbury Diocese's first Justice and Peace Fieldworker in 1989, Mike’s commitment and enthusiasm 
did much to encourage action for J&P throughout the diocese  and much further afield . He was able to attract expert 
speakers to the nine biennial Justice and Peace Conferences held in the Diocese at Crewe between 1989 and 2005.  
These inspiring days are still remembered fondly by the hundreds of people who attended.   A fuller appreciation  by 
Joan Sharples of  Mike’ s contribution to Justice and Peace can be found at www.jp-shrewsburydiocese.org.uk  under 
Latest News. 
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During 2015 over 1 million people sought 
refuge in Europe in the biggest movement 
of displaced people since the Second World 
War.    We were told that the influx would 

stop with the onset of winter but still it continues.  Seeing 
the horrific pictures of Syrian refugees trying to escape 
into Europe, it is natural to want to help. The compassion-
ate response is to ask when these people are going to 
arrive in the UK and how will we help when some of them 
reach the North West.  The shocking fact is that they are 
arriving but they are not being welcomed. 
 

The reason for this is that the UK government’s “20,000 
over five years” Syrian Resettlement Scheme (SRP) is only 
available to people who are in the refugee camps on the 
borders of Syria.  Any of those who have fled the conflict 
and have got as far as Europe are not even eligible for 
consideration. The government has refused to discuss 
taking responsibility for any part of a quota system that 
would share the humanitarian response across the coun-
tries of Europe.  According to our government, anyone 
who has fled the war in Syria and got as far as Europe is 
not a refugee but an asylum seeker.    Are we really penal-
ising people for showing too much initiative?   Are we 
really saying that they should have stayed in the camps in 
Jordan and Lebanon along with the 5 million others?  Are 
we really saying that we have no moral responsibility to 
help suffering humanity? Are we already saying that we 
are not part of Europe? 
 

Part of the problem is that there is no safe way to enter 
the UK: just think of the Jungle at Calais and the armed 
guards at the Channel tunnel. Desperate people try to 
bribe drivers. They try to hide on trucks and under trucks.  
They walk along the tunnel.  They even cling to the top of 
trains. And the government does everything in its power 
to stop them.     If people are able to get into the UK, they 
have to take their chances in an asylum application proc-
ess that is designed to be off-putting.  50% of asylum ap-
plications are refused, many because of inconsistencies in 
the stories they tell at interview.  Inconsistencies are of-
ten caused by panic and the desire to make a good im-
pression. 
 

So what are we doing? 
We  have  to  recognise the place of the church in  the 
national response to the refugee situation.  The line of 
communication is:   national government, local govern-
ment, voluntary sector.   Church is included in the volun-
tary sector and no particular denomination is given pref-
erence. The government’s working assumption is that the 
churches are one entity. 

KEY POINTS: 
1.   The terms ‘Asylum Seekers and Refugees’ cover a 
range of different groups. (The Syrian refugee pro-
gramme is separate from the asylum seeker programme)  
The numbers of Asylum Seekers and Refugees is going to 
increase across the North West of England. 

     

Only Syrians in the camps on the borders of Syria are eligi-
ble for the  SRP  (This scheme was previously known as 
VPRS, the Vulnerable Person Resettlement Scheme). 
 SRP refugees are:-  
 A special case with privileges that are not given to 
 asylum seekers; 
 Not likely to arrive in the North West in the  
 immediate future;  
 The direct responsibility of local authorities. 
       

Increased numbers of dispersed asylum seekers are be-
ginning to arrive in most of the local authorities in the 
North West. 
 

The agency SERCO has responsibility for asylum seekers in 
the North West, including housing. 
SERCO needs more properties to avoid asylum seekers 
being housed in hotels. 
SERCO has a procedure for vetting private houses for use 
by asylum seekers 
Parishes and /or individuals could offer properties to be 
used by SERCO 

 

2. National government is working through Local Au-
thorities . 
Local authorities are looking for partnerships with groups 
from civil society. They see churches as part of civil soci-
ety. They don’t differentiate among churches. 
 

3. The RC church has to work with Local Authorities 
We will be more helpful if we work ecumenically and with 
secular groups 

 

4. The Archdiocesan Trustees are keen to respond gener-
ously to the crisis. They will consider applications for 
change of use of diocesan properties for either refugees 
or asylum seekers .  
Certain conditions must be met:  
 The property is not in parish use and the people  re-
 sponsible have been consulted; 
 Risks are identified and a strategy in place to deal 
 with risks should they happen; 
 Safeguarding procedures are  in place; 
 A competent management structure is put in place 
 (Professional advice needed); 
 A contract is drawn up to allow for tenancy to be 
 ended (Professional advice needed ).  

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN LIVERPOOL? 
 

A review on the current refugee situation prepared by Steve Atherton for the Liverpool Archdiocese 
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  Joint J & P Group meetings  in Stockport area: 
 

  SUPPORTING PEACE WITH JUSTICE IN ISRAEL/PALESTINE 
           Marple group will share their experiences which led them recently to become a ‘Kairos Community’  

April 7th            Christchurch  Parish Hall  Heald Green Stockport  SK8 3DY           7.30 pm  
More details from Ann Taylor    ajtaylor.home@googlemail.com  

 

A SCREENING OF  ‘OPEN BETHLEHEM’ * 
The event includes Middle East themed refreshments and is FREE (donations to cover costs gratefully accepted). 

Q&A session will follow the film, and Palestinian goods will be available for sale.  

April 19th        Marple Methodist Church.  Church Lane,  Marple, Stockport, SK6 7AY            7.30pm  
More details from Marian Thompson   marianet@tiscali.co.uk 

 

* Leila Sansour's film went on general release in England just before Christmas 2014 and received very positive re-
views. Oxford Emeritus Professor Avi Shlaim, said: “As an Israeli Jew and a historian of the Arab-Israeli conflict, I am 
not a newcomer to the dilemmas of co-existence, but I  was moved to tears by this beautiful film and I learnt a great 
deal from it. I warmly recommend this film to anyone interested in the Palestine question.” 
Find out more about the film and the Open Bethlehem campaign on www.openbethlehem.org/the-film/  

 

These meetings are open to everyone  

 

There is no clarity yet about how SRP refugees will be 
allocated housing.   SRP has its own procedure for match-
ing arrivals and hosts. There are three models but the 
most likely one that the government will choose begins 
with the United Nations High Commission for Refugees 
(UNHCR), who:   

Select Syrians from those registered in the camps; 
Make a decision about relative need; 
Conduct security and health checks;  

 Offer places in recipient countries to people in the 
camps;  
Advise HM Government of those on the list; 
Government chooses from the list; 
Local authorities are given the lists,  etc. etc.; 
Finally, a family arrives in the UK. 

 

5.  The Justice and Peace Commission has been working 
to provide some clarity over terms, causes and possible 
responses.  The resulting booklet will be published under 
the Churches Together Mersey Region banner 

 

6.  Meetings are being organised across the diocese to 
 encourage discussion and planning.  

It is hoped that these may lead to setting up local groups 
with boundaries based around local authorities.  
These groups will:  
 Have a strong presence in RC parishes; 
 Liaise with Local Authorities, civil society and other
 churches; 
 Set up local projects, including: 
  i Welcome groups to help with integration into 

community, understanding the medical system, 
schools, etc; 

  ii Befriending, help with English and conversa tion 
groups;  

  iii  Regular opening of parish facilities for low  key 
social events, etc. 

These local groups need to be in places that are conven-
ient for the guests/users.  
Initial contact with asylum seekers in a place where dis-
persal has begun only recently may be best done offering 
a welcoming event. 

 

7.  This process is ongoing and in continual need of 
Review.   Comments and suggestion are welcomed.  
 Contact  s.atherton@rcaol.co.uk   0151 522 1080 

What’s happening in Liverpool?   continued from previous page  

Liverpool J & P Commission: 
 

FOLLOW-ON-DAY— for all who used the Lenten resource ‘Mercy and Our Common Home’: 
Saturday May 7th         10 am  – 4 pm       St Bartholomew’s, Warrington Rd,  Rainhill  L35 6NY 

 

             Saturday June 25th         WELCOMING THE STRANGER     Speaker Fr Damian Howard SJ 

Liverpool Justice and Peace Annual Assembly                                                                                                 
 

10.00 – 4.00  Registration from 9.30   at   LACE Conference Centre, Croxteth Drive, Sefton Park, Liverpool  L17 1AA 
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Today  marks  my last  day  as director of Jesuit  Refugee  
Service UK after 15 and a half years.  
 

The sad reality is that year on year the most common rea-
son for people to flee their homes and sometimes their 
countries is war or armed conflict.  The second most fre-
quent reason is natural disaster, whether famine, flood, 
earthquake, volcanic eruption and so on.  What most of us 
don’t realise is that people fleeing war and generalised 
violence, or those fleeing natural disaster, are not ordinar-
ily considered to be refugees under the law. 
 

The legal definition of a refugee is very specific.  It requires 
a well-founded fear of persecution - and persecution is by 
definition not generalised.  The definition is both subjec-
tive and objective and carries an inherent tension as a re-
sult.  Fear is very subjective.  What frightens me is very 
different from what might frighten the next person.  That 
fear does have to be well-founded and able to be demon-
strated objectively; not many people have the presence of 
mind to bring evidence of persecution with them when 
they leave their countries.   
 

The Refugee Convention was a groundbreaking human 
rights document of its time but the crucial extra element 
in the church definition of a refugee is that it adds the lack 
of ‘being able to live with dignity’ as a legitimate reason 
for seeking refuge. 
 

In the message for World Peace Day, Pope Francis writes: 
“Clearly indifference is not something new... But in our 
day, indifference has ceased to be a purely personal mat-
ter and has taken on broader dimensions, producing a 
certain globalisation of indifference”. 
 

In some ways that can be seen most starkly in the way we 
regard refugees and migrants.  Each year thousands of 
people die using unsafe routes to get to safety or the op-
portunity for a better life in Europe.  Anywhere around 
2,500 - 3,500 deaths each year for the last few years have 
been documented because of people having to use over-
crowded and unsafe boats to get across the Mediterra-
nean.  It was an open secret that was rarely acknowledged 
or spoken. 
 

What changed was the scale of conflict close to Europe 
and in particular in Syria.  And, of course, there was one 
moment of clarity - almost a perfect moment - in the re-
porting of and the photographs of the death of Aylan 
Kurdi, the toddler washed up on the beach.  It took the 
images of his father’s grief and the way in which the boy’s 

body was carried from the water to shake a 
continent and to really bring to the notice of 
the public in Europe the risks refugees and 
migrants were taking to get to safety.   
 

Suddenly public opinion changed. Media reporting and 
political statements changed in tenor as well.  Up until 
that point there was increasing concern about the num-
bers of people coming to Europe, increasingly inflamma-
tory and racist language being used with territoriality and 
self-interest dominating the debate.  There were discus-
sions about stopping rescues at sea as it was considered 
by some governments, our own included, that the possibil-
ity of a sea rescue could be a pull-factor, encouraging mi-
grants to come to Europe.   
 

More than a million people entered Europe by the central 
and Eastern Mediterranean routes, with the vast majority 
arriving in the last 6 months.  On the Western Mediterra-
nean route (via Morocco) there are 3510 dead or missing 
but these are only what is known when wreckage is found 
- we have no way of knowing how many boats have sunk 
to the bottom of the Mediterranean with all lives lost if no 
debris, no bodies  or no survivors are found.  Around 85% 
of all arrivals are coming from conflict situations - and that 
number rises to 93% via the Eastern Mediterranean route. 
 

More than a million people coming to Europe seems like a 
lot.  However, UNHCR told us last year that there were 
more than 60 million refugees globally, more than 86% of 
whom were being looked after in region of origin or by 
countries of the south.  As an example Lebanon, a country 
half the size of Wales has 1 million refugees in camps, 
mostly Syrians. The local infrastructure is unable to cope.  
Jordan is the country with the highest proportion of refu-
gees to citizens in the world. By contrast, there were 
25,771 asylum claims in the UK in the first half of last year 
(only up 10% on the previous year).  
 

Catholic Social Teaching promotes the common good and 
stresses its link with the promotion of peace.  The com-
mon good can be many things to different people but 
broadly speaking the common good represents the idea 
that we all have the same rights to exercise the use of the 
public or common space regardless of our differences and 
on the same basis of entitlement.  I assert that the com-
mon good is universal and defends the integral dignity of 
the human person.                               

Continued opposite 
 

     OVERCOME INDIFFERENCE AND WIN PEACE    Louise Zanré        Liverpool, 17 January 2016 

Steve Atherton writes:                      Louise Zanré died in her sleep on 16th February.   

She was a tireless campaigner, a knowledgeable advocate and a devoted friend.  She had guided the 
Justice and Peace movement through the complexities of the asylum and refugee situation for more 
than fifteen years. Her last lecture was given at LACE and is reported below. She will be greatly missed 
by all who knew her.          May she rest in peace.  
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OVERCOME INDIFFERENCE AND WIN PEACE   Continued  
 
Again Pope Francis sums this up rather neatly in his mes-
sage to us for the World Day of Peace: "indifference and 
lack of commitment constitute a grave dereliction of the 
duty whereby each of us must work in accordance with 
our abilities and our role in society for the promotion of 
the common good, and in particular for peace, which is 
one of mankind's most precious goods".  
 

Pope Francis goes on to call for a "conversion of our 
hearts" - movement from indifference to mercy. He tells 
us that "Mercy is the heart of God.  It must also be the 
heart of the members of the one great family of his chil-
dren: a heart which beats all the more strongly wherever 
human dignity - as a reflection of the face of God in his 
creatures - is in play.  Jesus tells us that love for others - 
foreigners, the sick, prisoners, the homeless, even our 
enemies - is the yardstick by which God will judge our ac-
tions."  So compassion, love, mercy and solidarity are not 
to be words we mouth, but values by which we live.  This 
is how to combat indifference and bring about peace. 
 

I was 17 when I went to university and chose to study law 
so that I could change the world.  I now know that I can-
not change the world on my own – but, together, we can.  
I can change myself and how I live my life.  Together we 
can hold ourselves to higher ideals and live our lives based 
on meaningful values: dignity, solidarity, compassion, 
hope, generosity, charity, justice and mercy.   
  

One of the greatest challenges we face is countering the 
discourse of scarcity.  How many times over the last few 
years have we heard from politicians that austerity is the 
reason for one cut or another? The discourse of scarcity 
has become a prevailing theme for our times: it is exclu-
sive, limiting, competitive and territorial.  It allows us to 
cut asylum support for asylum-seeking families as pro-
posed in the Immigration Bill currently going through par-
liament. It allows European governments to build razor 
wire fences along their borders.  It allows us to think that 
a £12 million fence at Calais is a reasonable response to 
protect us from refugees and migrants leaving the Jungle 
there to get to the UK - all 4,500 of them.  The discourse 
of scarcity is ultimately resistant to the dignity and hu-
manity of others. 
 

We need to counter this argument with a theology of 
abundance, which is inherently inclusive.  If we accept 
that everything in the material world is a gift from God in 
order that we might grow in communion with Him then 
we have to stop thinking in terms of limiting the access of 
others to that gift.  Cuts in services for the poorer and 
more vulnerable members of society are unacceptable.  
Building fences around a gift we have been given and are 
expected to share in solidarity is at odds with the relation-
ship in which together we grow.   
 

One if the greatest challenges I have faced in the last 15  

and a half years is the remarkable generosity of spirit of 
the people we accompany at JRS.  The people we work 
with, whom we accompany and serve, are among the 
poorest and most marginalised individuals in the UK.  They 
are either completely isolated - held in detention centres  
(similar to prisons) on an arbitrary and indefinite basis 
with no automatic judicial oversight; or they have been 
left destitute by the asylum process, with no access to 
benefits, no permission to work, completely reliant on 
charity.   
 

I consider myself to be one of the most fortunate people 
in this country because I get to work with these remark-
able groups of people.  Because my health is not great and 
my mobility is unpredictable at best they are constantly 
checking up on me, bringing me tea and coffee, making 
sure that someone carries my bags to and from the tube 
station.  Cannily, to stop me complaining about being 
fussed over they gradually took on these roles over a pe-
riod of time.  I no longer even think of complaining as they 
like to have the opportunity to help and behave normally.   
 

It is a lovely model of society - and deeply counter cul-
tural. It is based on being in right relationship with each 
other and with God.  Being in right relationship means 
that it is impossible to be indifferent towards each other, 
it is impossible to not be inclusive and welcoming.   
 

What have I learned from the people we accompany, from 
our volunteers, from our donors and supporters over the 
years is that we do have to overcome indifference and 
therefore bring about a different society. 
 

 Sharing information and resources.  By far the most com-
mon way refugees find JRS is by word of mouth.  They 
know that at some point our hardship and travel grant 
money may very well run out.  But they tell others be-
cause we help in different ways.  They come to see us 
week in and week out because they feel like they are 
part of a family with us.  They get to share their lives.  
Too many other organisations are only interested in 
their asylum claims.  With us they can talk about how 
their children are doing in school, any joys or good news 
they have, as well as sadnesses and frustrations.   

 

Knowledge is important.  My colleagues and I spend a 
good part of every day centre or welfare surgery coun-
tering rumours of potential amnesties, changes to legis-
lation, of mass deportations of one particular national-
ity or another.  Fear can run rampant.  Keep informed 
and make your own mind up about what you hear or 
read.  It is impossible to be indifferent to the lived reali-
ties that the refugees face so in particular read or listen 
to personal testimonies.  The best way I have found of 
converting hearts towards mercy and compassion over 
the years is through the courage of our refugee friends 
in the telling of their own stories.  It needs to be done 
in a dignified way and offering as much support as pos-
sible.   

                                        Concluded on page  7 
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NJPN OPEN DAY IN MANCHESTER  
 

Marian Thompson writes: 
Several people were curled up in sleeping bags along the street. They appeared to be asleep – not ready 

yet to face another cold February day.  Walking from Piccadilly rail station to the Methodist Central Hall in Manchester 
I thought how appropriate were the themes of hunger, homelessness and destitution which were to be the focus of 
the National Justice & Peace Open Networking day. The main input of our day came from Church Action on Poverty   
(Liam Purcell)  and The Boaz Trust (Dave Smith),  both charities concerned about poverty and homelessness and based 
in the Manchester area.  
 

In the morning, after a prayerful reflection on hunger led by members of Salford Diocese,  Liam introduced END HUN-
GER UK. This is CAP’s latest campaign aiming at ending food poverty and hunger in UK by the end of 2020.  Many peo-
ple do not have the security of regular adequate food as the recent rise in the number of food banks reveals. Over half 
a million people use Trussell Trust food banks and as many again could be using other variants. We were reminded 
that the most common reason for using food banks was benefit delays and sanctions.  ‘Feeding Britain’, the all-party 
Parliamentary inquiry,  highlighted low pay, job insecurity, school holidays as some secondary reasons. 
 

A human right to food 
Liam reminded us that, although this is not generally, recognised the right to food is a basic human right.  In 1976, our 
Government made a binding commitment under international human rights law to secure the human right to ade-
quate food for everyone in the UK.  “This will be realised when every man, woman and child, alone or in community 
with others, have physical and economic access at all times to adequate food or means for its procurement.” We as 
a group considered together what we considered were some of the implications of this:  the government is legally re-
quired to ensure food security for its citizens and can be held to account for not doing so. Welfare reforms that in-
crease food poverty mean the government is not fulfilling its obligations. The government needs to remove obstacles 
that prevent people having a right to food. These involve change of law. It is not good enough to expect churches and 
others to provide through food banks.  
 

END HUNGER UK campaign ( or it could more specifically be END HUNGER MANCHESTER or END HUNGER YORK)  
is a coalition of groups with similar purpose including : SPERI (Sheffield Political Economy Research Institute which pro-
duced a detailed report on  Food, Poverty and Policy, Food and Poverty ( Fabian Commission,)  Fare Share with 2,000 
local partner organisations, Food Ethics Council, The Food Foundation, Food Front, Magic Breakfast in 480 schools,  
Oxfam, Sustain (45 cities belong to the Sustainable Food Network), The Trussell Trust with over 400 food banks and 
30,000 volunteers.   All these groups realise the need to go beyond just handing out food. This will involve drawing 
attention to the causes of food poverty and as  suggested above,  bringing about a change of law. CAP is acting as co-
ordinator for the campaign.  See www.church-poverty.org.uk/righttofood   which has a useful PowerPoint presenta-
tion.  
 

Finally Liam suggested some ways we can be involved: 
Form local coalitions of people and groups with shared  aims 
Sign up people to write letters and postcards 
Gather stories of those affected or give them space and time to tell their stories 
Lobby MPs face-to-face and continue to follow up with them 
Note in your diary WORLD FOOD DAY October 16th as a chance to raise awareness 
Consider a fun action to raise awareness – maybe wristbands  

 

The value of contact with Citizens UK in the areas where it works was mentioned several times.  It organises communi-
ties to act together for power, social justice and the common good. At present there are alliances in London, Milton 
Keynes, Nottingham, Birmingham, Wales and Leeds.    www.citizensuk.org/ 
 

Before lunch Ed Whelan  from Salford introduced us to his radical new approach to unemployment. As in 1948 we es-
tablished a National Health Service, so today we could set up a National Employment Service that would be available 
to all at the point of need. Ed mapped out in more detail how this could function. The idea is to get away from benefits 
that suggest charity and offer everyone the dignity of work. Job centres would get back to their original function of 
finding people work. 
 

People had come for the day from various parts of the country  as diverse as Arundel and Brighton in the south and 
York and Lancaster in the north to join locals from the Greater Manchester area.  Lunchtime offered a welcome break 
to chat, to read some of the written reports posted on the walls and also to browse Julian Filochowski’s book stall. He 
is winding this up so there were good bargains as well as free books available. 

                                                                                 Continued opposite 
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NJPN OPEN DAY  continued  

                    THE  BOAZ TRUST 

The afternoon session focused on the Boaz Trust, a Christian charity serving destitute asylum seekers and 
refugees in Greater Manchester. Its aim is to end asylum destitution and to see people who are seeking sanctuary in the 
UK leading fulfilling lives. Dave Smith told how in 2004 he had come to found the Trust, which was then the first project 
for destitute refugees in the country. 
 

In his previous work with the Mustard Tree, which offered support to the homeless and marginalised, he became aware 
that following the 1999 Immigration and Asylum Act, the asylum system obviously wasn’t coping. Dave was meeting 
destitute asylum seekers who had no recourse to public funds and nowhere to turn for help. He started by offering a 
room in his own home to an asylum seeker, but this was no long term solution as the numbers were increasing. His 
church gave him a small space to use as an office and other offers of accommodation came. The Trust was established.  
It was named Boaz after the person in the book of Ruth who knew how to treat a stranger properly.  
 

Gradually Dave built up a team of helpers and received offers of accommodation such as an empty vicarage, a bed in a 
hostel  or an arrangement with a landlord who, with funds for 3 refugees, allowed a fourth room to be given to a desti-
tute asylum seeker.  The Trust was registered as a charity in June 2015 and is run by a steering group of eight. During 
2015 it provided accommodation for 1,328 people. At present  two-thirds are male and mainly single from  various 
countries.  They are not currently taking people from Europe. Dave suggested over 30,000 people claimed asylum in UK 
in the past year, half were refused  and 8% were returned to their country of origin. So many are here willing but unable 
to work . He suggested people don’t claim asylum unless they really need from fear of persecution in their own country.  
It is no soft option. As well as helping with accommodation and support for destitute asylum seekers and refugees, the 
Trust speaks up with asylum seekers in campaigning for a more compassionate asylum system. 
  

Dave said the Trust is providing an immediate response to people’s problems but a long-term political solution is 
needed.  Even more necessary is a change in people’s hearts and minds with regard to asylum. Helpful weekly Lenten 
reflections and prayers are available on The Jesuit Refugee Service website: www.jrsuk.net/news/pray-in-solidarity-
with-refugees-this-lent/      More details of the Trust from  www.boaztrrust.org.uk 
 

Also during the day there were reports  from the environment and media groups of NJPN and various Dioceses’ J & P 
Commissions. Westminster offered an optimistic note saying that Cardinal Vincent Nichols is giving J & P back to the 
laity and listening them. There was some discussion about conference themes for 2017 & 18 which was interesting as 
for those like me, Swanwick is the main annual opportunity for personal involvement with NJPN.   
 

There were also reports from various agencies who shared their plans for the year:  Romero Trust  (see page 7) ,  
Pax Christi , ACAT  and Housing Justice ( see page 9)  CAFOD ( see page11) 

It was an interesting informative day and may inspire some of us to travel further for an open day in future. 
  

OVERCOME INDIFFERENCE AND WIN PEACE 
Continued from page  5 

Give time.  Whether detained or destitute, the people we 
accompany spend an inordinate amount of time every 
day trying to survive, to secure legal representation, to 
get a healthcare appointment in a detention centre, to 
get as much practical assistance as possible, with all of 
the frustrations this entails.  And yet they make time to 
attend classes, to help each other, to pray together, to 
volunteer formally or informally.  We can do no less.  At 
the very least every single person can pray for peace and 
pray for refugees.  We can also pray for the openness of 
mind to change our own hearts and make perhaps one 
small change in our own lives.  If you have more time 
then consider volunteering at a local refugee centre. 

 

We should all smile more.  Smiling and speaking a  few 
words of welcome  can mean the world to someone  

    who is lonely or isolated or who spends their week  
 

    wondering if anyone ever really sees them or not.  A few  
     weeks ago an elderly Eritrean man came to our centre 

for the first time.  He burst into tears because it was the 
first time in a week that anyone at all had said anything 
to him or even just smiled at him.   

 

Gifts.   Most of the refugees I work with are surprised and 
amazed that complete strangers donate money or other 
gifts to supporting people they don't know, especially 
given what they read or hear in the media, from politi-
cians and from some members of the public.  When you 
give a gift, or even if you cannot afford to, do send a 
message of support.  It means the world.   

 

Lobbying and campaigning.  We have a responsibility to 
speak truth to power.  The new Immigration Bill is going 
to bring in enhanced landlord checks, withdraw support 
from some asylum seeking families, and make it even 
more difficult for families to be reunited amongst other 
things. 

      Compiled by Steve Atherton 
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                              A WIDER VIEW          
 
 

Bryan Halson writes: 
It’s very easy to be ‘narrow-minded’ in our religious faith.  After all, we are active (more or less)  in the life of a local con-
gregation, which to us is “the Church”. Even when we are reminded that the Church is a gathering of people, it is natural 
to think of the friends we meet up with of a Sunday morning. 
 

But of course the Church, like other faith communities,  is world-wide.  In a globalised situation such as we have today, 
what happens to the Church in one part of the world affects the Church in other parts  -  indeed it affects the whole.  We 
need to be reminded of this. 
 

One such reminder came this January through the annual conference of “Christians Aware”, an interdenominational 
education and development charity working to promote justice and peace between people of all faiths and cultures.  
The conference had the title “The Middle East: Conflict Transformation”.  The people taking part were themselves a re-
minder of global faith,  for there were not only British Catholics, Methodists, Anglicans, etc. but also Egyptian Coptic 
Christians (indeed the chairman of Christians Aware is a Coptic bishop), Palestinian Christians,  members of the Syrian 
Orthodox Church, as well as Jews.  
    

The opening presentation was given by Jeremy Moodey,  CEO of ‘Embrace the Middle East’ (formerly ‘The Bible Lands 
Society’). He asked the question, Why is there such chaos in the Middle East?  He pointed to the development  of an 
educated and young population feeling great frustration. Their experience is of a lack of democracy and economic devel-
opment (note the disappointments of the so-called ‘Arab Spring’).  In addition climate change (particularly water short-
age) was affecting agriculture.  Then there is the Sunni/Shia dispute adding to unsettlement  within the Muslim world.   
Many young people feel trapped in huge refugee camps in Egypt, Lebanon, Syria and Jordan.  

   

In this chaos is there any reason for hope? The work of ‘Embrace’ points to a positive answer.  It is true that the Middle 
East is witnessing a decline in the number of Christians  - in Palestine alone the Christian population in 1948 was 20% 
and is now 2%.  But small and stable groups in the Church are doing great humanitarian work in such areas as hospitals 
and clinics, education (especially children with special needs), empowering of women, to name just a few.  
  

Inevitably our attention is drawn to the Israel/Palestine situation.  Transformation here is  difficult to envisage.   This was 
brought to  our attention by Jeff  Halper, Director and co-founder  of the Israeli Committee Against House Demolitions. 
This is an Israeli  human rights and peace organisation established in 1997 to end  Israel’s Occupation over the Palestini-
ans. It takes as its vehicle for resistance Israel’s policy of demolishing Palestinian homes in the Occupied Palestinian Ter-
ritory and within Israel proper.  Halper emphasised that the conflict in Israel/Palestine is modern, not ancient;  it arises 
from the dismemberment of the Ottoman Empire after the First World War when the Middle East was cynically divided 
up between France (Syria, Lebanon) and Britain (Jordan, Iraq, Palestine).  The modern ‘countries’  and their borders have 
no relevance to the people living in those places.  
 

The dispute in Israel/Palestine today is over how to share the land, not over religion.  Israel needs security and desires a 
Jewish state and a democracy. They also want the whole land. The problem is that they cannot have all those things!  In 
all the negotiations that have been going on since the 1970’s Israel has never accepted a two-state solution, and settle-
ment policies have ensured that a two-state solution is impossible.  We are left with two options  -  either ‘apartheid’ 
which is what we have now, or a single state of equal rights for all citizens, Israelis and Palestinians.  
 

Further inputs at the conference included ‘how Israel is perceived by British Jews’ (Jonathon Gorsky, Jewish lecturer at 
Heythrop College, London University) ‘Ecumenical Accompaniment in Palestine’ (Simon Marchant and Becky Viney-
Wood), Iraq now (Aziz Nour, a Syrian Orthodox Christian).  What must have come home to most participants is how 
there are no ‘isolated’ problems in the Middle East (indeed, in the world) but that we have to learn to live with globalisa-
tion. 

THURSDAY MARCH 24   PEACE LECTURE by Jeremy Bowen, the BBC Middle East Editor 
 

at Tim Parry Johnathan Ball Peace Centre, Peace Drive, Warrington, WA5 1HQ.  
 

On 20th March, the Tim Parry Johnathan Ball Foundation for Peace will be commemorating the 23rd anniversary of 
the IRA bombing in Warrington, and against that background will again renew its call for peace and celebrate its 21st 
year operating as a charity.  Jeremy has agreed to deliver a peace lecture as part of the commemorations. 

Entrance by ticket only—to book  See  www.foundation4peace.org/jeremybowen/   
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“TIME OUT ON TUESDAYS”       10 March, 12 April, 10 May, 14 June.      An ecumenical quiet day for everyone    
10 – 4 pm at The Convent of Our Lady of the Cenacle,  Lance Lane, Wavertree,   Liverpool L15 6TW       

 Input and time for individual quiet prayer and  reflection.    Tea & coffee provided. Bring your own lunch.   Cost £10    
For more information or to book: Tel 0151 722 2271  email:  winniecenacle@mail.com 

TO END ALL WARS:  
An exhibition marking the centenary of the introduction of conscription in 1916.  

 

The north-west had a vigorous anti-war movement from 1914 onwards. This exhibition looks at some of those in-
volved, both men and women, who fought for peace. Bill Chadwick from Westhoughton and Hugh Hutchinson from 
Bolton, whose stories were previously known only to their families, can now take their place amongst more famous 
names. Documents from the Hyde branch of the No-Conscription Fellowship, a unique collection held by the Library, 
are also on display. This is an alternative narrative of the war that deserves to be remembered as much as we com-
memorate those who fought and died.  

Now until 1 April  at the Working Class Movement Library  
51 The Crescent Salford, M5 4WX.  

(Wed to Fri 1-5pm and the first Sat of the month 10am-4pm): See  www.wcml.org.uk 

Romero Trust News 
 

3—19 March     ROMERO WEEK   in Liverpool and Manchester 
 

Sunday 13   36th Annual Romero Mass Celebrant Fr Dave Heywood 10 am Family Mass  at St Benedict’s, Rhodes St, 
Warrington  WA1 2NS   
 

Thursday 17 ‘The Violence of Peacemaking -  Archbishop Romero and the Search for Peace’  Lecture by Francisco de 
Roux SJ, Colombian Advocate for Peace  7 pm at  Loreto College, Chichester Road South, Manchester M15 5PB 
 

7 –19 November 2016 Romero Trust Pilgrimage to visit places especially associated with Archbishop Romero. To be led 
by Clare Dixon, Julian Filochowski and Bishop John Rawsthorne. The estimated total cost is £1695  which includes flights, 
food, simple en-suite accommodation and local transportation.  Julian suggested this will probably be the last of these 
pilgrimages.   For more information contact Anthony Coles at arctc@btinternet.com 
 

New book: Oscar Romero– Love Must Win Out. An excellent and very readable short introduction to the life of 
Archbishop Romero written by Kevin Clarke, an experienced journalist on the US Jesuit magazine. £7.95 Liturgical Press  
( £7 including P & P from Romero Trust  www.romerotrust.org.uk ) 

 

                                                       International Women’s Day   March 8   
Pax Christi  is helping to  celebrate  women peacemakers by writing to women you know 
  and some you don’t – there are postcards for downloading and sending at: 
http://paxchristi.org.uk/event/international-womens-day-celebrate-women-peacemakers                                          

18 April   Global Day of Action on Military Spending   http://demilitarize.org.uk 

21 May   Pax Christi Annual General Meeting  at Oxford Place Centre  Leeds 10:30 am – 4:30 pm 

 

                           CHAS ( Catholic Housing Aid Society) Diamond Jubilee 
Alison Gelder is asking  J & P groups to  hold one event during this Diamond Jubilee year to reflect on the 
current situation and commit to taking an action to make a difference. There will be small group resources 
available on the Housing Justice website before the end of March. 
 

                                   NJPN Conference 2016 

        15-17 July at the Conference Centre Swanwick Derbyshire  
                           ‘Justice, Power and Responsibility: How can democracy work for the Common Good?"      
The conference will address the following issues: 

 How can communities, politics and business work together for the common good? 

 What role should personal judgement and mutual responsibility play in commercial and social decision-making 

 How can we engage people at the grassroots with clear purpose for the long-term benefit of all? 

 How can we help to encourage a fresh moral vision of a society that has the common good at its heart? 

 Booking details in the Diary on Page 12 

http://www.wcml.org.uk/
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Frank Thompson writes:  
Rain!  Rain! Rain! It has been one of the wettest winters 
since records started. For many people across the north 
there has been the additional suffering brought about by 
floods.  Yet every dark cloud has a silver lining: for those of 
us who run the Stockport Hydro Scheme it has been a 
good winter. 
 

 Commissioned in 2012 and known affectionately as ‘the 
screw’, this Hydro generator of electricity is the first com-
munity-owned scheme to use variable speed twin Ar-
chimedian Screw technology in Greater Manchester. It has 
been built to generate more than 190MWh of electricity 
per year: enough to power over 60 homes and to save, 
during its projected 40 year lifetime. over 100,000 tonnes 
of CO2. The electricity is fed into the “Mains” so contribut-
ing to Green Energy Provision in the UK and payments for 
this are received on a quarterly basis via the usual Feed-in-
Tariff. Water power is, of course, an attractive part of our 
renewable energy mix as it has a high output level in the 
winter months when energy use is at its greatest. 
 

The £605,000 scheme was funded by a community share 
offer, a grant and loans and it is owned by more than 300 
individual members (investors). Subscription remains open 
and new investment replaces loan funding.     On a per-
sonal note I bought shares for each of my four grandsons 
and imagine their delight when out of the blue they each 
received real money from a dividend payment. It gave 
concrete meaning to the Monopoly card ‘You receive in-
terest on shares’!  Individual share holders contributed 
£275,000. The remainder came from £100,000 EU grant; a 
£200,00 mortgage with The Charity Bank and a short term 
loan of £30,000 from Key Fund (now repaid).  
 

Stockport Hydro Limited is legally an Industrial and Provi-
dent Society (IPS) established for the benefit of the com-
munity. The IPS principle dates back to the Rochdale Pio-
neers who set up the Co-operative Society with each 
member having a vote irrespective of size of share hold-
ing. The Stockport Hydro Society was incorporated  in 
2010 with a registered number  at Crown Street Marple.  
 

A Community Project?  The scheme is overseen by a vol-
unteer board of 6 directors who come from a diverse 
range of backgrounds and bring a broad range of skills and 
experience to the project. The plant is looked after by a 
team of nearly 50 volunteers who conduct regular inspec-
tion visits, clear away river debris that has collected and 
carry out routine maintenance, gardening, as well as hold-
ing regular open days, school and society visits and educa-
tional outreach events and talks to local groups.  in March 
2015 we presented our first 10 Environmental Challenge 
Awards totalling £1,000. Each project received £100 and 
included four schools, a hostel for homeless women, two 
community schemes and garden projects.  
 

 The Hydro installation is sited on a weir on the River Goyt 
at Otterspool  (opposite  the Wyevale Garden Centre near 
Marple). The weir dates back to the time when water 
powered cotton mills were prevalent in the area. It was 
built 150 years ago by Jessie Howard of Stockport to run a 
new mill – this was never built.  The Goyt valley is known 
for its wildlife and the Stockport Hydro has taken great 
care to preserve and conserve the environment in which it 
operates. A fish pass, a mammal pass, bat boxes have 
been installed and the area around landscaped. 
 

Power is generated by water flowing over Archimedes 
Screw turbines. (Ancient middle eastern peoples were 
using screws of wood to raise water for irrigation long 
before Archimedes discovered the mathematics that gov-
ern the physics). This project is the first hydro in the North 
West  to install twin screws with variable speed control to 
give maximum productivity. Each screw is about 5.5m in 
length and weighs over 7.7 tonnes. They were named 
Thunder and Lightning by the Mayor of Stockport at an 
official opening ceremony in Spring 2013 following a com-
petition to choose names held between Stockport primary 
schools. 
 

I have been involved with the project for most of its life-
time and greatly value its community, social and educa-
tional aspects. Undoubtedly, the generated electricity, 
though modest, is our contribution  to a sustainable fu-
ture. (See note on renewables opposite) 

Book:               CATHOLICS AND OUR COMMON HOME: caring for the planet we share          Sister Margaret Atkins     
 

Sister Margaret is an Augustinian canoness from the community at Boarbank Hall in Cumbria. She is also a Research 
Fellow at Blackfriars, Oxford.   
 

She writes:  “I include a lot of quotations from Laudato Si’ and previous encyclicals, because a big part of my aim is to 
point out that Catholic Christianity has always supported the essentials of ecological thinking. I’ve also tried to provide 
some encouragement for those of you who would like to be greener, but are finding that society doesn’t make it very 
easy. Now, at least, most people are saying the right things. Can we encourage each other actually to do them?” 
From CTS  Books  £2.50 

STOCKPORT HYDRO—A SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY PROJECT 
‘We do not inherit the earth from our ancestors, we borrow it from our children’  Native American proverb. 
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‘BEYOND NUCLEAR: towards a safe, secure and affordable future.’ 
In Manchester as part of the worldwide commemoration of the 30th Anniversary of Chernobyl  

and 5th Anniversary of Fukushima 
 

 Saturday  19 March:   CONFERENCE  at Mechanics Institute, Manchester 103, Princess Street, Manchester, M1 6DD  

 The conference will examine the health and environmental effects of the world’s worst nuclear disasters and explore 
ways to create renewable, community and de-centralised energy solution     
 

Sunday 20 March:   CAMPAIGNERS DAY  at Bridge 5 Mill, 22a Beswick Street, Manchester, M4 7HR  
A campaign against new nuclear power – what needs to be done by activist groups? This event is principally aimed at all 
activist groups, student groups and actively engaged people and all those who are interested in challenging both the 
need for new nuclear build and advocating the benefits of decentralised renewable energy. It has been organised by 
GM CND, SERA, Kick Nuclear and Chernobyl Children’s Project.  

For more details of both events  see: 
www.nuclearpolicy.info    www.gmdcnd.gn.apc.org  and  www.chernobyl-children.org.uk 

15% of energy consumed in the UK should come from renewables by 2020  
 

The European Union has set itself the target of producing 20% of its electrical  energy from renewable sources by 2020. 
Each country in the EU has its own target to meet. These targets vary depending on a number of factors, including how 
much renewable capacity was already installed when the overall goal was set, and how rich the country is. 
 

The UK has been asked to procure 15% of its energy consumption from renewable sources in 2020. 
The EU also states that countries should have a "national action plan" containing non-binding sectoral targets for renew-
able sources in 2020 with the sectors identified as electricity, heat and transport. 
 

Britain's plan shows that 30% of electricity, 12% of heat and 10% of transport energy coming from renewable sources 
would meet our overall target of 15%. 
 

The Department of Energy and Climate Change says that while it is only one scenario that meets the overall target, it 
provides the government with indicators to assess the state of progress . The UK might meet the overall target by using 
a different mix of energy, or through other policies. 

 FAIRTRADE EVENTS IN CHESTER  arranged in association with Chester World Development Forum 
 

5 March:   Fairtrade Breakfast 10 –12 Quaker Meeting House, Union Walk, Frodsham Street, Chester,  

Cheshire CH1 3LF.   Contact Ann McCarthy 01244 375606 for further details. 
 

8 March:   WDF Forum Meeting   6:45 pm - 9:00 pm The Unity Centre, Cuppin Street Chester, CH1 2BN 

‘Engaging young people and communities in Fairtrade across Cheshire West and Chester – some suc-

cess stories and plans for Fairtrade Fortnight 2017’ Heather Swainston, Director of CDEC.  Contact 01244 35032 

www.chesterwdf.org.uk 
 

11 March:  ‘The True Cost of Fashion’ – DVD show and discussion, followed by Fair Trade Refreshments and a Mini 

Fashion Show with the sale of clothing and ethical products at the end.    7:30 pm - 10:00 pm St Columba's Hall, Plas 

Newton Lane Upton Chester, CH2 1SA .This Eco Fashion Event is organised by Chifundo UK. a registered charity that 

empowers women in Malawi through funding their higher education:   www.chifundomalawi.org . Proceeds of the 

evening will be for them .   Free admission, donations invited. Contact   Susan Flynn, 01244 381490  
 

12 - 13 March:  “Fairtrade Fundays”, Grosvenor Park, Chester. Activities for young people at the newly-developed 

Activity Zone in Grosvenor Park. More information from CDEC, 01244 347880 or www.cheshiredec.org  NB: Heather 

Swainston will be looking out for volunteer helpers for both these days. 

     CAFOD are planning an MP correspondence action for the World Humanitarian Summit  
     in May. 
     Also if you haven’t already seen the Climate Coalition ‘You Tube’ film ‘For the Love of ‘ by    
     Michael Murpurgo  it is highly  recommended:   www.fortheloveof.org.uk 

http://www.nuclearpolicy.info
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32009L0028&from=EN#page=31
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32009L0028&from=EN#page=3
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32009L0028&from=EN#page=31
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32009L0028&from=EN#page=13
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/node/71
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/47871/25-nat-ren-energy-action-plan.pdf#page=5
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/sites/ener/files/documents/dir_2009_0028_action_plan_united_kingdom.zip
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and dates for the diary 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Maria is making a good 
recovery from her opera-
tion and we hope that she 
will be returning to work in 
the not too distant future.  

29 Feb to 13 March:   Fairtrade Fortnight  ‘Sit down to 
breakfast, stand up for farmers.’ 
 

Now until 1 April:  ‘To End All Wars’: Exhibition, see p 9 
 

 MARCH 
3   Welcoming the Stranger Meeting to continue discussion 
& planning on how to respond the refugee and asylum 
seeker situation. St Benedict’s, Rhodes St,  Warrington   
WA 1 2NS   7 –8 pm 
 

4   Women’s World Day of Prayer ‘Receive children, re-
ceive me’ by women of Cuba www.wwdp.org.uk/  
 

5   Fairtrade Breakfast  Quaker Meeting House Chester 
CH1 3LF. Details from Ann McCarthy 01244 375606 see p11 
 

8   Time Out on Tuesdays  see page 9 
 

8   CWDF Forum Meeting: The Unity Centre, Cuppin Street 

Chester, CH1 2BN. www.chesterwdf.org.uk  see page 11 
 

8   An introduction to ‘Laudato Si’ specifically for under-

graduates. Led by Steve Atherton  at Catholic Chaplaincy 

St Philip Neri 30 Catherine St Liverpool L8 7NL 
 

8   International Women’s Day Pledge for Parity 

www.internationalwomensday.com  Celebrating women 

peacemakers  see Pax Christi page 9 
 

11  ‘The True Cost of Fashion’ – DVD show & discussion 

and mini-fashion show.  7:30 pm - 10:00 pm St Columba's 

Hall, Plas Newton Lane Upton Chester, CH2 1SA . Free ad-

mission, donations invited.   Contact   Susan Flynn, 01244 

381490  more details page11  
 

12 - 13  “Fairtrade Fundays”, Grosvenor Park, Chester  p 11 
 

13 – 19  Romero Week  see page 9 
 

13   36th Annual Romero Mass  Celebrant Fr Dave Hey-
wood St Benedict’s, Rhodes St, Warrington WA1 2NS   
10.00 Family  Mass   see page 9 
 

17  ‘The Violence of Peacemaking’  Romero Lecture at  
Loreto College Manchester 7 pm   see page 9 
 

17  CAFOD Quiz Night  Please  note change of date. 7.30 
pm Our Lady’s Parish Centre, Ellesmere Port Town Centre. 
Entrance: £3.00  (children £1)       Quizmaster Mr. Mike Ives 
For further details contact Tony Walsh on 0151 355 6419. 
 

19  ‘Beyond Nuclear’ Conference at Mechanics Institute, 

Manchester see   page 11 
 

22  World Water Day:  www.unwater.org/worldwaterday 
 

24  Peace Lecture by Jeremy Bowen Warrington, WA5 1HQ  
see page 8 
 

APRIL 
6   ‘Feeding Liverpool’ Launch event  9.30 – 12.00 LACE 
conference centre Croxteth Drive, Sefton Park,Liverpool 
L17 1AA 
 

7   ‘Becoming a Kairos Community’ Christchurch Parish 
Hall Heald Green Stockport  7.30 pm see page 3 
 

12  Time out on Tuesdays  see page 9 
 

18  Global Day of Action on Military Spending   http://
demilitarize.org.uk 
 

19  ‘ Open Bethlehem’ film at Marple Methodist Church 
7.30 pm   see page 3 
 

MAY 
7   Follow-On Day for all who used the Lenten resource 
‘Mercy and Our Common Home’ from CAFOD and Liver-
pool J&P. 10 – 4 St Bartholomew’s, Warrington Rd, Rainhill 
L35 6NY  see page 3 
 

10  Time Out on Tuesdays   see page 9 
 

14  Laudato Si’  Session 1  Led by Steve Atherton.  
12.45 – 2.15 (Mass: 12.00)  St Marie on the Sands, Seabank 
Rd, Southport PR0 0EJ       All welcome 
 

15 – 21 Christian Aid Week www.christianaid.org.uk  
 

JUNE  
11  Laudato Si’  Session 2   see May 14  
 

14  Time Out on Tuesdays   see page 9 
 

25   ‘Welcoming the Stranger’ Justice and Peace Annual 
Assembly Speaker Fr Damian Howard SJ 10.00 – 4.00 
Registration from 9.30  LACE Conference Centre Croxteth 
Drive, Sefton Park,LiverpoolL17 1AA   see page 9 
 

JULY 
15 – 17  38th Annual  National Justice & Peace Conference 
at Swanwick. ‘Justice, Power and Responsibility: How can 
democracy work for the Common Good?"     Booking 
forms from NJPN, 39 Eccleston Square, London SW1V 1BX   
020 7901 4864   admin@justice-and-peace.org.uk  
or download http://justice-and-peace.org.uk/conference/ 

http://www.chesterwdf.org.uk/?tribe_events=sat-5th-mar-fairtrade-breakfast

